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Welcome to July & August Booktime!

This time, we have an exclusive interview with bestselling 
author Philippa Gregory on her new novel Tidelands, which is 
set in on the south coast of England during the Civil War (see 
pages 4 & 5). We also interview author Alix Nathan on her latest 
novel The Warlow Experiment, the story of an 18th century 
scientist who employs a man to live in his cellar for seven years 
as an experiment (see page 13). Chris Vick tells us all about 
his new YA novel about a boy and a girl who find themselves 
shipwrecked (see page 26) and we interview Steve Feasey about 
his new fantasy adventure novel (see page 30). Our adults’ 
bookclub choice is a moving novel set in suburban New York 
over several decades (see page 18), and our children’s bookclub 
choice follows the life of a young magician (see page 28).

July sees the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing, 
and we take a look at a wide range of books celebrating this 
historic event (see pages 10 & 11), as well as interviewing author 
Sarah Cruddas on her new children’s book about the space race 
(see page 21). There’s the chance to win a range of new editions 
of classic Irish Murdoch novels, to celebrate her centenary (see 
page 16). We also feature a brand new novel by Naomi Wood 
about the Bauhaus movement in 1920s Germany (see page 12), 
and a thrilling new YA novel set in a divided nation (see page 29), 
as well as a book from children’s author Katherine Rundell about 
the merits of reading children’s literature (see page 19). And, with 
our book quiz, you could win a copy of a bestselling book on 
cleaning by Mrs Hinch (see page 31)!

We hope you like Booktime – why not get in touch with us on  
info@booktimemag.co.uk? Or write to us at Booktime, No 1 
Broadland Business Park, Norwich, NR7 0WF

Follow us on  Twitter @Booktimemag and on  Facebook, 
Booktime Magazine.

Brock the 
Bookshop Dog

Please note: Booktime is available exclusively from independent 
bookshops and libraries, please do not contact us for copies.  
Please do not send us unsolicited books, manuscripts or reviews,  
as all material is chosen and written in-house.
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Brock the bookshop Dog frequents 
the Borzoi Bookshop in Stow-On-
The-Wold, Gloucestershire. He’s 

the best-read dog in the Cotswolds, and 
he’s getting to know the new shop, as 
it has recently moved premises. Brock 
had been at the Borzoi Bookshop since 
he was a puppy!

With thanks to Anthea Lycett of the 
Borzoi Bookshop.

The Borzoi Bookshop
1 Digbeth Court
Digbeth Street
Stow-on-the-Wold
Gloucestershrie
GL54 1BN
Tel 01451 830 268
mail@borzoibookshop.co.uk
www.borzoibookshop.co.uk
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Do you have a bookshop  
or book-loving pet you’d 
like us to feature in 
Booktime? Contact us on  
info@booktimemag.co.uk, 
or write to us at Booktime, 
No 1 Broadland Business 
Park, Norwich, NR7 0WF 
and your pet could feature 
in a future edition!
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The book is set in 1648 and 1649, during 
the Civil War when the nation is divided. 
Do you draw any parallels between then 
and now?
I didn’t set out to, but in the course of 
writing it through this last year, I thought 
it was very striking how the division of the 
country into areas and regions is actually 
quite mirrored in some of the Brexit / 
Remain areas. And how, really, that terrible 
division was ultimately overcome, but if 
one hopes to learn anything it’s that you 
can have something as serious as a Civil 
War in England and still come together 
afterwards, which does give me some hope.

If you lived during the Civil War, which side 
would have you been on?
I’d have been a Cromwellian, a republican. 
You could be a Cromwellian without being 
anti-monarchy, but in this particular case 
where the king was infringing on the rights 
of parliament (that’s another contemporary 
question – what are the rights of parliament 
compared to the rights of anyone else 
who says they have a mandate?), I think 
that any democrat would have to say that 
Charles I was moving towards tyrannical 
power and should have been controlled. 
But his execution went a bit far, even for 
many Cromwellians. I honestly think that 
he decided on it himself – there’s a scene 
in the novel where James goes to talk to 
him and he won’t be rescued, which is 
drawn from real, other incidents where he 
refused rescue attempts. By the time he got 
to his execution, he’d made his mind up 
that that would be how he’d best serve the 
monarchy and the throne in England.

The landscape of the book, the tidelands 
on the West Sussex coast, is integral to the 
story. Has it changed much over the years?
In the 18th century it was called Wandering 
Haven, and that’s a beautiful name for it 
because it changed enormously basically 
because sandbars move all the time and the 
shingle beach moves all the time. It’s also 

changed between then and 
now, and it is now the area of 
Pagham Harbour. The ferry in 
the novel did exist, then they 
put a tram there which ran 
for some decades. That was 
destroyed by a storm, and 
then there was a road, but it’s 
still marked on the map as 
‘Ferry Point’. It’s wonderfully 
evocative in the way that 
it’s changed and the way it’s 
stayed the same.

Women of the time had 
little freedom, particularly 
if, like Alinor, they didn’t 
conform to society’s mores. 
In light of the #MeToo 
movement, do you think 
that women are beginning 
to be treated equally?
The campaign for suffrage 
was really important, and 

the campaign for women to have more 
rights for divorce in the mid-19th century 
was really important, and the law to give 
women equal rights and equal pay in the 
workplace shows how far we’ve come, and 
how far we’ve got to go. Women are still 
being killed, domestically, by partners or 
ex-partners, at a rate of two a month, and 
that seems to me barbaric. We don’t seem 
to have tackled that toxic masculinity or 
violence in our society, which seems to 
me almost unchanged. The statistics for 
successful prosecutions for rape are no 
better now than they were in Elizabethan 
times. We’ve made extraordinary progress, 
but women are still more likely to die in 
domestic violence than we are in a terrorist 
attack, and yet we’re really anxious about 
terrorist attacks.

Do you think that the witch hunts of the 
time were heightened by the uncertainty of 
the Civil War?
Yes. There were witch hunts before the 
Civil War, but they were looking for men 
and women, interestingly. There is a period 
where witchcraft becomes associated with 
women, and then during that and after the 
Civil War there was much more anxiety 
about women who seemed to have power 
that is not well-controlled. So they really 
pick on single women, and women who 
are marginal – old women or poor women 
or widowed women. Women who aren’t 
embedded in the community, a man or an 

institution, those are the women that get 
singled out in the witchcraft trials. And I’m 
sure it’s because of the uncertainty of the 
Civil War that people really longed for a 
scapegoat. Women are usually a scapegoat 
ready to hand, because their conventions 
are so strict it’s almost impossible to live 
inside them. So you’re almost marginal just 
by being a woman. It’s very hard, even in 
our society sometimes, to conform because 
the restrictions are so tight.

When you write a novel, do you do a lot of 
research beforehand, or start writing and 
do the research as you go along?
I spend about a year researching before 
I even write a word, and that’s on the 
back of having done all the research 
for all the other novels. I’m an intense 
researcher, and a good 60% of my time is 
research. This one is a bit different from 
my previous ten or fifteen novels, as they 
were fictionalised biographies. There was 
a great deal of research to do because 
I was telling the story of real person, 
whereas in Tidelands these are imaginary 
people. But they are so rooted in their 
time and geography, that I had to research 
their time and geography to a very high 
degree of accuracy before making up their 
story. For me, the historical accuracy is 
almost a character in the novel itself.

Tidelands is the first in a series, what do 
you have planned next?
It’s really exciting for me, I’m planning a 
family series which starts with Alinor and 
will end with the family rising through the 
society and then dropping down again. 
So they’ll have a big burst of prosperity 
in the 18th century when so many English 
families rose to prosperity, and then they’ll 
have a bit of a decline. In a way, it’s much 
more everyman than my works about the 
royal court, because these genuinely are 
ancestors. Not many people are descended 
from royals, but most of us come from 
very, very humble people who have fought 
their way upwards. So it’s very interesting 
for me to start with a very humble woman 
who’s working in profession from which 
women are going to be excluded. She’s a 
woman midwife at a time when, come the 
restoration, the Royal College of Physicians 
are going to say that you need a male 
obstetrician. And that debate carries on now 
– some women midwives say that what 
is needed is a compassionate, traditional 
approach and that the midwife doesn’t 
need in a normal labour to do that much, 
except to bring their lifetime experience and 
their confidence to the mother. Others say 
you need a fully geared up hospital and an 
obstetrics team to do the emergency work. 
This is an ancient argument and I don’t 
believe there’s a right answer to it, both 
approaches have merit. Here is a woman 
who has a trade, and she’s being edged out 
of it, and this is the start of a family who 
is going to find success through women’s 
work and through women’s entrepreneurial 
skills through the centuries of history.

Sea Change
Philippa Gregory, the bestselling author of historical 

fiction, whose novels include The White Queen and The 
Other Boleyn Girl returns this August with a brand new 

novel set during the English Civil War. The first in a 
new series, Tidelands is the story of a woman living on 
the south coast, who finds herself torn between family 

loyalty and her love for a handsome young newcomer. We 
interviewed Philippa to find out more.

Tidelands
by Philippa Gregory
HB • Simon & Schuster • £20.00
ISBN 9781471172724
Published 20th August

I t’s June 1648, and the nation is divided 
between those loyal to King Charles I 
and those who support Oliver Cromwell 

and the parliamentarians. Alinor lives 
in Foulmire, a small community on the 
south coast ‘tidelands’ where the land 
shifts between coast and sea. In this 
staunchly parliamentarian area, Alinor’s 
brother Ned, who recently fought with the 
roundheads, runs the local ferry. Alinor’s 
abusive husband Zachary has disappeared, 
presumed dead, several months ago, 
leaving her to struggle alone with her two 
children, Alys and Rob. Alinor is a midwife 
by trade, but the absence of her husband, 
coupled with her beauty, has led many in 
the village to suspect her of witchcraft.

On midsummer’s eve Alinor goes to the 
churchyard, to see if she can see the spirit 
of Zachary and know if he’s dead, so she 
can be declared a widow. There, she comes 
across a young, and clearly wealthy, man 
hiding. He is Father James, a catholic priest 
who is loyal to King Charles I, and he’s 
desperate to make his way to the nearby 
house of Sir William Peachey, who secretly 
has catholic and royalist sympathies. He 
knows if he’s discovered he will probably 
be condemned as a traitor. Alinor is 
immediately drawn to James and decides 
to help him, even though she realises this 
will put herself in danger. 

James is soon appointed as a chaplain 
and tutor to Sir William’s son Walter, and 
Alinor’s son Rob is employed as Walter’s 
companion. But James is on a mission – 
he’s been tasked with helping to rescue 
King Charles I from his imprisonment on 
the Isle of Wight. With the rumours of 
witchcraft flying around her, can Alinor 
afford to get close to James? And what  
will be the consequences for her family?

“Philippa Gregory is 
truly the mistress of 
the historical novel.”

Sunday Express“Tidelands evokes 
a world of suspense 
and superstition. I 

was completely swept 
up in this wonderful, 

immersive story.”
Tina Jackson,  

Writing Magazine
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From the award-
winning author 
of Grace, this is 
a powerful novel 
which is part 
survival story 
and part fearless 
existential parable. 
Fishermen Bolivar 
and Hector set sail 
from their South 
American village 
but soon find 
themselves cast 
adrift by a sudden 
storm in the Pacific 
Ocean. The two 
men must come 
to terms with their 
environment and 

with each other if they are to survive, as the 
days pass, and no rescue materialises. A 
meditation on what it means to be a man, a 
friend, a father and a sinner in our world.

Set in 1885, this 
gritty American 
epic is narrated by 
17-year-old Jessilyn 
Harney, who finds 
herself orphaned 
and alone on her 
family’s homestead. 
To fend off 
starvation, she cuts 
her hair and binds 
her chest to disguise 
herself as a boy, 
saddles her mare 
and sets off across 
the mountains, 
hoping to find 
her gunslinging, 
fugitive brother 
Noah and bring him 
home. Can Jess 
outmanoeuvre those 

who underestimate her, and become a hero in 
her own right?

This book is partly 
a portrait of Doctor 
Samuel Johnson, 
the esteemed 18th 
century compiler of 
the first good English 
dictionary in 1755, 
and partly a guide 
to life from his point 
of view. His writings 
and aphorisms 
illuminate what it 
means to lead a life 
of integrity, and his 
experience, heavily 
documented by 
himself and others 
(such as James 
Boswell and Hester 
Thrale), is a lesson in 
the art of regulating 

the body and mind. Johnson continually 
translates his experience of poverty, scorn, 
pain and madness into an understanding of 
how to be.

Lara Maiklem has 
scoured the banks 
of the Thames for 
more than fifteen 
years in pursuit of 
the objects that the 
rivers unearths. 
From Neolithic flints 
to Roman hair pins, 
medieval buckles, 
and Victorian toys, 
these objects tell 
her about London 
and its lost ways 
of life. This book 
is a captivating 
and revelatory 
history of the city 
of London, told 
through the objects 
that its people 

have left behind through the centuries in the 
River Thames, which Lara calls ‘the longest 
archaeological site in the world’.

A collection of 
essays by twenty 
young writers, all 
under the age of 
24, writing across 
a spectrum of 
topics that matter 
to them. It holds 
a mirror up to the 
experience of young 
people in the UK 
today, and subjects 
include money, 
mental health, sex, 
gender, inequality, 
education, crime 
and the future. 
This generation 
are facing doubt 
and instability, and 
yet their voices are 

noticeably absent from the opinion columns, 
comment pieces and news reports of the 
mainstream media.

Puppeteer Ronnie 
Le Drew has worked 
with the greats – 
including David 
Bowie in Labyrinth 
and Michael Caine in 
A Muppet Christmas 
Carol. But the role 
that has defined his 
career was Zippy, 
in the popular 
children’s series 
Rainbow, who he 
operated for more 
than 20 years. In this 
memoir, he tells the 
true story of what 
went on behind the 
scenes at Rainbow 
– the squabbles 

between performers, the wrangles with TV 
executives, and the infamous X-rated episode 
shot for an ITV Christmas party. He also tells 
his own personal story of how he became a 
master puppeteer.

When war was 
declared on 3rd 
September 1939, it 
brought to an end 
a golden age of 
British cricket which 
has never repeated. 
At least 216 of 283 
registered British 
first-class players 
joined up before 
the end of the year, 
and 52 lost their 
lives. This book 
follows characters 
of modesty, charm 
and endearing 
eccentricity, right up 
until the moment of 
their deaths. It’s a 
very human tale of 
the transition from 

the world of Lord’s and the Oval to that of air 
raids, Dunkirk and the Blitz.

In this book, 
world-renowned 
biologist Andreas 
Wagner reveals that 
life does not only 
walk – it also leaps. 
He explores life’s 
creative process 
and how it bears a 
striking resemblance 
to how we humans 
work, from Picasso 
struggling through 
forty versions of 
Guernica to the 
way evolution 
transformed a 
dinosaur’s claw into 
a condor’s wing. In 
the near future, this 
new understanding 

of creativity will be applied in spheres as 
diverse as the economy and education and 
will enable us to do even more. 

Coconuts have 
been around for 
longer than humans, 
and they have 
been turned into 
art, taken part in 
religious rituals 
and been a sign of 
wealth and success. 
The coconut has 
long been the 
unseen player in 
the endeavours 
of industrialists 
and bomb makers, 
physicians and 
sliversmiths. It 
was coconuts that 
triggered the mutiny 
on the Bounty and 
that saved the life 

of man who became the 35th President of the 
United State. Here, Robin Laurence uncovers 
the unexpected, surprising and vital roles 
played by this unassuming fruit.

An innovative 
new thriller from 
a Swedish author, 
which asks what 
you would do if your 
child was suspected 
of murder, and 
how far you’d go to 
protect them. When 
Adam’s daughter 
Stella goes on trial 
for murder, he’s 
convinced that she 
was framed. But his 
wife Ulrika believes 
Stella’s hiding 
something. And 
Stella believes they 
have no idea what 
she’s truly capable 
of… Told from 

the point of view of 
Adam, Stella and Ulrika, it shows there are 
three sides to the story.

The first in a 
fast-paced thriller 
series featuring 
physics professor 
and maths prodigy 
Lucas Page. In the 
middle of a blizzard, 
down a busy New 
York avenue, an 
impossible shot is 
fired into a moving 
car. The agent 
in charge of the 
case finds himself 
hunting a killer with 
a rifle in a city of 
windows, but he 
knows that the only 
man with the skills 
to work out where 
the bullet came from 

is Page. Page quit the FBI after it nearly cost 
him his life, but he can’t resist the call to help.

A taut psychological 
thriller set in a small 
Floridan suburb. 
Scuba-diving 
instructor Amy has 
a good life with 
her husband Davis, 
stepdaughter Maddy 
and little baby son 
Charlie. But she’s 
hiding a dark secret 
from her past, and 
when the glamorous 
Roux appears in 
the neighbourhood 
and joins the book 
group one night, 
Amy realises that 
she could lose 
everything. It all 
starts with a game 
of Never Have I 

Ever… and it’s clear that Roux knows Amy 
has done something she shouldn’t have. And 
so begins a game of cat and mouse, as Amy 
is more than prepared to fight back.

Abigail Boone wakes 
up to find herself 
imprisoned in a flat 
with no memory of 
who she is or how 
she got there. After 
managing to escape, 
she discovers that 
she’s a police officer 
with a husband and 
son. Forced to leave 
the police force, as 
the months pass, 
she feels alienated 
from family life, and 
starts to investigate 
the case she was 
apparently working 
on before her 
amnesia – that of 

missing woman Sarah Still. Teaming up with 
a gangster’s daughter and young Bulgarian 
woman, she becomes determined to bring 
her abductors to justice.

Meredith Vincent 
was once the 
lead singer in a 
legendary 1980s 
indie band, but now 
she lives a quiet 
life in a cottage 
in the grounds of 
a country house, 
where she runs the 
gift shop. She tries 
not to think about 
the horrific incident 
which changed her 
life and drove her 
off the international 
stage more than 20 
years ago. But when 
a body is found in 
the gardens near her 
home, it’s the just 

the first in a series of unsettling events aimed 
at her. It’s clear that someone knows who she 
is… and wants vengeance.

This original new 
novel from the 
author of Apple 
Tree Yard is 
narrated by Lisa, a 
ghost who haunts 
Peterborough 
Station where she 
died at the age of 
36. Lisa can perceive 
the thoughts and 
feelings of the 
living, as well as 
the fellow ghosts 
who surround her. 
Slowly, she begins 
to remember her 
own life, her career 
as a teacher, her 
family and friends, 

and the toxic relationship she had with Matty, 
a possessive doctor at the nearby hospital. 
But how did she die, and is there anything 
she can do to help the living?

The first adult novel 
from the author of 
the YA book Trash, 
which was adapted 
into a successful 
film. Michael is a 
broken man, and 
he’s waiting for the 
09.46 to Gloucester, 
so he can reach 
Crewe for the 11.22. 
The platforms are 
long there, so he 
can walk easily into 
the path of a high-
speed train. But he 
hasn’t factored in 
the twelve-minute 
delay, which risks 
him missing his 
connection. What 

begins as a lonely journey to end his life 
becomes a lesson in the power of human 
connection.

A new, playful 
novella from Nicola 
Barker, author of 
the Man Booker 
Prize shortlisted 
Darkmans and H(A)
PPY, which won the 
Goldsmiths Prize. 
It’s set over the 
course of a house 
viewing, as Charles, 
a 40-year-old teddy 
bear maker, and his 
estate agent Avigail 
show his house to 
prospective buyer 
Wang Shu and her 
daughter Ying Yue. 
When Wang Shu is 
struck by a falling 
oyster shell, it’s 

the first in a series of events that distort the 
reality of the characters lives and cause them 
to question their very existence.

A heartwarming and 
poignant novel from 
an Australian author, 
which is ideal for 
all bibliophiles and 
bookshop lovers. 
It’s 1968, and Tom 
does his best on the 
farm, but he’s been 
lonely since his 
wife Trudy left with 
her little son Peter. 
Then Hannah arrives 
in town to set up 
a new bookshop. 
She’s the second 
Jew and the most 
vivid person Tom 
has ever met, and 
he dares to believe 
they could be happy 

together. But it’s just 24 years since Hannah 
and her little boy arrived in Auschwitz, and 
Tom is taking on a battle with heartbreak that 
it’s hard to imagine.
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The World In Thirty-
Eight Chapters
by Henry Hitchings
PB • Picador • £9.99
ISBN 9781509841943
Published 11th July

Zippy & Me
by Ronnie Le Drew
PB • Unbound • £10.99
ISBN 9781783526987
Published 25th July

Coconut 
by Robin Laurance
HB • The History Press 
• £15.99
ISBN 9780750990615 
Published 1st July

Past Life
by Dominic Nolan
PB • Headline • £8.99
ISBN 9781472254665
Published 8th August

Train Man
by Andrew Mulligan
HB • Chatto & Windus 
• £12.99
ISBN 9781784742713
Published 4th July

The Last Stage
by Louise Voss
PB • Orenda Books • 
£8.99
ISBN 9781912374878
Published 11th July

I Am Sovereign
by Nicola Barker
HB • William Heineman 
• £12.99
ISBN 9781785152269
Published 25th July

The Bookshop Of The 
Broken Hearted
by Robert Hillman
PB • Faber • £8.99
ISBN 9780571349784
Published 11th July

Platform Seven
by Louise Doughty
HB • Faber • £14.99
ISBN 9780571321940
Published 22nd August

City Of Windows
by Robert Pobi
HB • Hodder & 
Stoughton • £16.99
ISBN 9781529353112
Published 6th August

Never Have I Ever
by Joshilyn Jackson
HB • Bloomsbury • 
£12.99
ISBN 9781526611598
Published 8th August

Beyond The Sea
by Paul Lynch
HB • Oneworld • £12.99
ISBN 9781786076489
Published 29th August

Whiskey When  
We’re Dry
by John Larison
PB • No Exit Press • 
£8.99
ISBN 9780857303189
Published 25th July

Mudlarking
by Lara Maiklem
HB • Bloomsbury • 
£16.99
ISBN 9781408889213
Published 22nd August

Rife
Edited by Nikesh 
Shukla & Sammy Jones
PB • Unbound • £9.99
ISBN 9781783525768
Published 11th July

The Final Innings
by Christopher 
Sandford
HB • The History Press 
• £20.00
ISBN 9780750988131
Published 1st July

Life Finds A Way
by Andreas Wagner
HB • Oneworld • 
£18.99
ISBN 9781786076151
Published 4th July

July & August’s Choice

A Nearly Normal 
Family
by M.T. Edvardsson
HB • Macmillan • 
£12.99
ISBN 9781529008128
Published 11th July
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In 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
ordered every person of Japanese descent 
on the west coast of America to be rounded 

up and shipped to one of ten ‘relocation centers’ 
hundreds or thousands of miles from home, 
where they would be held for years under armed 
guard. George, then aged four, his mother and 
father and siblings, were among those taken from 
Los Angeles to a camp in Arkansas. They were 
forced to take the journey by train, which George 
and his brother thought of as a great adventure, 
even as his parents worried about their uncertain 
future in a country that they called home, but that 
regarded them as enemies. In They Called Us 
Enemy, co-written with Justin Eisinger and Steven 
Scott, and illustrated by Harmony Becker, George 
recalls the journey and the years they spent in the 
camps. What does it mean to be American? Who 
gets to decide? And when the world is against 
you, what can one person do?

They Called Us Enemy
by George Takei, Justin Eisinger, 
Steven Scott & Harmony Becker

PB • Top Shelf • £17.99
ISBN 9781603094504

Published 16th July

In this graphic memoir, actor 
George Takei, who played 
Hikaru Sulu in the original 
Star Trek TV series, revisits 
his haunting childhood in 
American concentration camps. 
He was one of the 120,000 
Japanese Americans imprisoned 
during the Second World 
War. They Called Us Enemy 
is a gripping tale of courage, 
country, loyalty and love.

Beyond The 
Barbed Wire

Where is Chapel en le Frith, and what is  
it like? 
Chapel en le Frith is known as the capital 
of the High Peak in the Peak District. Back 
in 1951 this was the first National Park 
in Britain. Chapel was established by the 
Normans in the 12th century, originally as 
a hunting lodge within the Forest of High 
Peak. This led to the French-derived name 
Chapel-en-le-Frith (chapel in the forest). 
Chapel is a small market town overlooked 
by Chinley Churn and South Head and 
Kinder Scout, so a popular place for walkers 
and climbers! This truly is a most beautiful 
part of the country.
 
When did your bookshop first open  
its doors? 
We opened on 1st December 2012, with 
Stephen Booth as our guest to open the 
shop. Having decided to open a bookshop 
in mid-October, our doors opened six weeks 
later, in a double-dip recession to boot. 

How long have you worked in  
the bookshop? 
Being the joint owners, we have worked 
from the first day. Not put off by a man 
passing who said ‘We have a perfectly 

good library you know!’. Yes, we know that, 
however, you are not allowed to KEEP the 
books. We both have experience in retail 
but not in bookselling so we were on a very 
steep learning curve, to say the least.

Why did you decide to go into the  
book trade? 
We both have a lifelong passion for reading 
and owning actual books so it seemed like 
a good idea at the time! Wherever we go 
we always make a beeline for the local 
bookshop, whether it’s antiquarian or  
new books. 

What different departments 
does your bookshop have?
Being a small shop in terms of 
size, apart from the main shop 
we do have a separate children’s 
room with books for all ages, 
from new-born up to 12 years. 
Our teen and Young Adult books 
are in the main shop. We have 
games, puzzles, soft toys and 
learning card games.

What sort of books do you sell? 
Where shall I start? We sell 

Bookshop Says:  
Reading Matters,  
Chapel en le Frith
This time, we head to Chapel en le Frith 
in Derbyshire, and a bookshop in the 
beautiful Peak District. Owners Lyndsay 
Noden and Sue Taylor tell us more.

Reading Matters Bookshop
48 Market Street
Chapel en le Frith
High Peak
Derbyshire
SK23 0HY
Tel 01298 938166
readingmatterschapel@gmail.com
www.readingmattersbookshop.co.uk

new books across most 
genres and literary taste. 
Our customers often 
comment on such a wide 
and eclectic range for a 
little shop. We have over 
4,000 books currently.  

What are your bestselling 
and favourite books? 
Children’s books, local 
history and walking maps 
and guides. We are a Lonely 
Planet Hub so have the most 
up to date guides available 
to over 50 countries. Natural 
History books too are good 
sellers too.

Do you have any events 
in your shop, with visiting 
authors?
Stephen Booth visits us every 
year for a book signing with 
his latest crime thriller novel. 
These are set in and around 
the Peak District and very 

popular with our customers who are always 
trying to work out the places Stephen is 
describing. We have an annual Crime and 
Dine evening, this year with William Shaw 
and Oivia Kiernan. A Cream Tea is our next 
event, with Harriet Evans. We like to give a 
chance for new authors and local authors to 
have a book signing.

Are you involved in any local events in  
the town?
We take part in the Chapel Carnival Best 
Dressed window, support the Firework 
Night, the primary and secondary 
schools with their author events and 
World Book Day, the local Hospice 
and various clubs and organisations 
with books for raffle prizes.

What do you think is the enduring appeal 
of bookshops?
It’s not unusual for someone to come in and 
say, ‘How lovely, a traditional bookshop!’. 
We think that there is no substitute for the 
feel and the smell of a new book. Or the 
chance to browse and collect several books, 
as you are left to wander around at your 
leisure, preparing to make the final choice. 
To enjoy the artistry in the cover design and 
read the synopsis of each, knowing if you 
cannot make that decision you can discuss 
it with the a real person - the bookseller, 
who will like nothing better than talking 
about books with you.
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This hilarious book 
is shaped like a 
space rocket and is 
packed with more 
than a hundred 
funny jokes about 
astronauts, planets, 
aliens, space ships, 
the solar system 
and much more! 
Complemented with 
quirky black-and-
white drawings, 
it’s sure to have 
adults and children 
in stitches, and is 
a lighter way to 
celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the 
Apollo 11 moon 
landing. What do 

you do if you see a spaceman? Park in it, 
man! How do you get a baby astronaut to 
sleep? You rock it!

Discover how 
astronauts first 
landed on the 
moon in this 
chunky board 
book for very 
young readers. 
The push, 
pull and slide 
mechanisms are 
perfect for little 
hands, with fun 
facts about the 
first Moon landing 
allowing you to 
blast off in the 
rocket, moon walk 
across the surface 
and splash down 
back to Earth. 

Published in association with the Science 
Museum, it features beautiful illustrations by 
Lon Lee.

An insightful 
book for young 
readers to learn 
all about the 
Apollo Missions, 
with each chapter 
telling the story of 
a different mission. 
Humorous details 
bring these true 
stories to life – 
discover how 
the astronauts of 
Apollo 12 were 
so over-excited 
when they stepped 
on the Moon that 
Mission Control 
had to tell them 
to quieten down, 
and how Alan 
Shepard (Apollo 
14) managed to 
smuggle a golf 
club onto his 
spacecraft.

A comprehensive 
book about the 
Moon, published 
to tie in with the 
50th anniversary 
of the Apollo 11 
Moon landing. 
Read, dream and 
wonder as you 
discover ancient 
legends about the 
Moon’s creation, 
meet the very first 
astronomers and 
learn about the 
space race. This 
the story of Moon 
dust and Moon 
rabbits, cheese 
and astronauts, 
deep thoughts and 
bold plans.

Discover if you 
have what it 
takes to become 
an astronaut, 
a spaceship 
engineer or to 
work at Mission 
Control, with 
this book which 
includes a press-
out-and-make 
rocket, more 
than 100 stickers 
and fold-out 
space scenes. 
From training to 
be a space chef 
or designing 
spacesuits to 
searching for new 
planets to live on, 
this is full of all the 
incredible space 
jobs you could do.

Neil Armstrong 
made history on 
20th July 1969, 
when he was the 
first person to set 
foot on the moon, 
in a ‘giant leap for 
mankind’. From his 
childhood playing 
with model planes 
to becoming one 
of the most famous 
astronauts of all 
time, discover his 
incredible story 
in this beautifully 
illustrated book, 
which includes 
narrative biography, 
facts and timelines.

Discover the 
dazzling magic of 
the moon in this 
pop-up book! Find 
out where it came 
from, why it seems 
to change shape, 
how its power 
affects the earth, 
and what causes 
an eclipse. Shoot 
into space with the 
Saturn V rocket 
and travel back 
in time to join the 
first men on the 
moon… With paper 
engineering by 
Oliver Charbonnel 
and powerful 
illustrations by 
Annabelle Buxton.

Published to tie in 
with a landmark TV 
documentary which 
will be aired on the 
BBC, this reveals the 
unknown stories of 
the individuals who 
made the Apollo 
11 Moon landing 
a possibility, from 
the inspirational 
science fiction writer 
Arthur C. Clarke and 
the controversial 
engineer Wernher 
von Braun, to 
pioneers such as 
mathematician 
Poppy Northcutt and 
astronaut Edward 
Dwight. In an era 

when the most advanced portable computer 
had a 36-kilobite memory, the journey to the 
Moon was an amazing achievement.

The Moon has 
always fascinated 
humans, and 
thoughts on how to 
get there occupied 
minds for hundreds 
of years. Setting foot 
on the Moon was 
the ultimate goal 
during the space 
race, and the Apollo 
missions to the 
Moon are amongst 
the most successful 
and memorable 
manned space 
fights that NASA 
accomplished. In 
this book, Norman 
Ferguson reveals 
the fascinating facts 

and figures of these missions, and recounts 
amazing stories about the astronauts and 
their spacecraft.

A wide-ranging book 
which explores the 
history and future 
of humankind’s 
relationship with the 
Moon. It has shaped 
our understanding 
of the Earth from 
Galileo to Apollo, 
and for some it’s 
a future on which 
humankind has 
turned its back, 
whereas for others 
it’s an adventure yet 
to begin. Advanced 
technologies, new 
ambitions and old 
dreams mean that 
men, women and 

robots seem certain to return to the Moon. 
What will we learn there about the universe, 
the Earth and ourselves? And, this time, will 
we stay?

Full of amazing 
images and 
illuminating text by 
astrobiologist Dr 
David Warmflash, 
this book 
chronologically 
presents 100 
milestones in 
the Moon’s 
development 
and exploration. 
Beginning 4.5 
billion years ago 
when the Moon 
formed, to 6th 
century BCE 
predictions of 
solar eclipses, to 
the private space 

companies of today and possible future lunar 
colonies, this is a full and detailed history 
which takes us beyond the Apollo missions.

Now in paperback, 
this tells the true 
story of Wally 
Funk, who was 
the youngest of 
thirteen female 
pilots selected for 
the Woman in Space 
programme in 1961. 
A combination 
of politics and 
prejudice meant the 
programme was 
abruptly cancelled, 
and neither Wally 
nor the other 
pilots ever made 
it into space. Now 
approaching 80, 
Wally is joined 
by fellow space 
enthusiast Sue 

Nelson as she races to make her giant leap 
before it’s too late.

A new edition of 
the classic account 
of the Apollo 
programme, which 
draws on hundreds 
of hours of in-depth 
interviews with 
the astronauts and 
mission personnel 
to create the full 
story of one of 
humanity’s greatest 
achievements. 
From the tragedy of 
the fire in Apollo 1 
during a simulated 
launch, to Apollo 
8’s bold pioneering 
flight around 
the moon, to the 
euphoria of the first 

moonwalk and the discoveries made by the 
first scientist of the moon aboard Apollo 17, 
this book covers it all. 

In this book, David 
Whitehouse reveals 
the true drama 
behind the Apollo 11 
mission, putting it 
in the context of the 
wider space race, 
based on exclusive 
interviews with 
the key players. 
From the early 
rocket pioneers 
to the shock 
America received 
from the Soviets’ 
launch of the first 
satellite, Sputnik, 
to the iconic Apollo 
11 landing and 
beyond, including 
the agonising 
Apollo 13 disaster 

and the eventual winding-up of the Apollo 
programme, it tells the full story of a venture 
that would come to define the era. 

A revised and 
updated edition 
of the bestselling 
book from 2005 in 
which Andrew Smith 
interviewed the 
nine remaining men 
who had walked on 
the moon, in order 
to learn how their 
lives, and ours, were 
irrevocably changed 
by this amazing 
experience. Now 
with a new chapter 
which details the 
author’s interactions 
with Neil Armstrong, 
Buzz Aldrin, Edgar 
Mitchell and Alan 
Bean in the years 

since publication, and with thought-provoking 
meditations on the dramatic recent upswing 
in cosmic exploration, it’s a fascinating update 
to a classic work.

The Moon
by Oliver Morton
HB • Profile • £20.00
ISBN 9781788162548
Out Now

Moon:  
An Illustrated History
by David Warmflash
HB • Sterling • £20.00
ISBN 9781454931980
Out Now

Wally Funk’s Race  
For Space
by Sue Nelson
PB • The Westbourne 
Press • £9.99
ISBN 9781908906380
Out Now

Chasing The Moon
by Robert Stone
HB • HarperCollins • 
£20.00
ISBN 9780008307875
Out Now

Project Apollo
by Norman Ferguson
HB • The History Press 
• £10.99
ISBN 9780750989787
Out Now

Space Jokes
PB • Macmillan 
Children’s • £5.99
ISBN 9781529015171
Out Now
Age Range: 5+

First Explorers:  
Moon Landing
by Lon Lee
PB • Macmillan Children’s 
• £5.99
ISBN 9781529003819
Out Now
Age Range: 0+

When We Walked On 
The Moon
by David Long &  
Sam Kalda
HB • Wide Eyed 
Editions • £12.99
ISBN 9781786030917
Out Now
Age Range: 7+

The Usborne Book  
Of The Moon
by Laura Cowan & 
Diana Toledano
HB • Usborne • £12.99
ISBN 9781474950848
Out Now
Age Range: 3+

How To Be An 
Astronaut & Other 
Space Jobs
by Sheila Kanani &  
Sol Linero
PB • Nosy Crow • £7.99
ISBN 9781788004442
Out Now
Age Range: 6+

The Extraordinary Life 
Of Neil Armstrong
by Martin Howard & 
Freda Chiu
PB • Puffin • £6.99
ISBN 9780241375426
Out Now
Age Range: 7+

Pop-Up Moon
by Anne Jankeliowitch, 
Olivier Charbonnel & 
Annabelle Buxton
HB • Thames & Hudson 
• £19.95
ISBN 9780500651865
Out Now
Age Range: 6+

Tintin On The Moon 
by Hergé
HB • Egmont • £16.99
ISBN 9781405295901
Out Now
Age Range: 7+

A Man On The Moon
by Andrew Chaikin
PB • Michael Joseph • 
£12.99
ISBN 9780241363157
Out Now

Apollo 11:  
The Inside Story
by David Whitehouse
PB • Icon Books • 
£12.99
ISBN 9781785785122
Out Now

Moondust
by Andrew Smith
PB • Bloomsbury • 
£9.99
ISBN 9781526611574       
Out Now

On 20th July 1969, 
Neil Armstrong 
became the first 
person to walk on 
the Moon. To mark 
the 50th anniversary, 
we’ve collected here 
some of the best 
Moon and space 
themed books!

WIN!

See page 31 for details on  
how to enter this competition.

We have three copies of 
Tintin On The Moon to give 
away! For the chance of 
winning one, just answer 
this question:

What is the name  
of Tintin’s dog?Q

One Small Step...

In a fictional universe, Tintin was the 
first person to walk on the moon, 
completing his mission in 1953, a full 
16 years before Neil Armstrong! The 
two classic comicbook stories depicting 
Tintin and his friends’ lunar adventures, 
Destination Moon and Explorers On 
The Moon, are collected here in this 
new deluxe special edition, which also 
celebrates Tintin’s 90th anniversary.
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Naomi Wood’s upcoming novel 
The Hiding Game is told from the 
perspective of an ageing artist 

living in Britain under an altered name, 
as he looks back on his experiences at the 
famous and culturally influential Bauhaus 
art school in the German cities of Weimar 
and Dessau during the years leading up 
to the Second World War. Paul begins 
the novel by hearing of former Bauhaus 
associate Walter’s death back in Germany, 

causing Paul’s decades-old resentment 
towards Walter to resurface. In Paul’s 
opinion, Walter could have done more to 
protect Charlotte from her tragic fate, met 
as the Nazis took hold of Germany. Paul 
relates it from the beginning, when he, 
Kaspar, Irmi, Jenö, the confident Walter 
and the contested love interest Charlotte 
started out at the school as ‘Bauhaus 
Babies’, receiving ostensibly unusual but 

The Personal & 
The Political
A new intake of students converge on 
the Bauhaus for an artistic and romantic 
coming-of-age. However, all other concerns 
are soon swept aside by the urgency of 
Germany’s political situation.

The Hiding Game
by Naomi Wood

HB • Picador • £14.99
ISBN 9781509892785

Published 11th July

How did you discover the advert which 
inspired the novel?
Some years ago, I began writing about the 
life and work of the notorious 18th-century 
writer Mary Robinson and bought a few 
Annual Registers to add to the gradually 
growing shelves of books for the project. 
The first I found was for 1789, the year of 
the French Revolution. Checking through 
the volume for 1797, I read a very small 
paragraph consisting of the advertisement 
and the statement that a ‘labouring man’ 
had existed in the underground apartments 
for four years. The Robinson project was 
abandoned (at least three books have 
since been written about her); the lives of 
unknown characters took over.

Did you have to do a lot of research into 
life in the late 18th century?
I did do quite a bit of research for The 
Warlow Experiment, for example on new 
plants and trees of the time, generally 
imported from abroad, which apples and 
pears were being grown then, especially in 
Herefordshire, on contemporary scientific 
experiments Powyss could have read about, 
on possible origins of the house related 
to the history of the Welsh borderland, 
and on meals both in Powyss’s house and 
in the asylum. I’d already accumulated 
a lot of material about late 18th-century 
life and politics for the short stories in my 
collection, His Last Fire, particularly about 
radicals in London and also about asylums 
old and new.

What draws you to write historical fiction? 
I don’t only write historical fiction. 
Although I’ve yet to write a novel set 
in the present day, I’ve written several 
short stories set now and in the recent 
past. The 1790s simply are fascinating 
years with resonances for today: political 
upheaval, scandals, often false, revealed 
in the new and burgeoning press and 
in sometimes outrageous cartoons, 
technological and scientific advances, 
new infrastructure – docks, bridges, 
canals – and the beginnings of humane 
treatment of the mentally ill.  Of course, 
there was war, too, against Napoleon.

How long do you think Powyss himself 
would have lasted had he been the subject 
of his own experiment?
Powyss would have lasted the full seven 
years and then asked for more! Well, 
perhaps he’d have wanted a break after the 
first seven to check on the growth of this 
and that in his gardens, but his solipsism 
and bookishness would have made life 
below most suitable for him. In fact in 
Chapter 1 he contemplates his experiment 
without difficulty and even wonders if the 
experiment is really about himself.

If the experiment were to be conducted 
today, what facilities and entertainments 
do you think would be included?
Today’s facilities and entertainments largely 
concern communication which couldn’t be 
allowed of course. I can’t imagine there’d 
be much of a signal down there anyway! 
Television wouldn’t be permissible, though 
perhaps there could be DVDs and certainly 
any amount of music on CDs. Streaming 
would be risky because of connection to 
the outside world. Audible books. And then 
of course with electricity there’d be better 
light, heat, hot water. It might even be self-
catering: an underground B&B!  Much the 
worst aspect would be hidden cameras and 
recording equipment: perfect for Powyss, 
terrible for Warlow.

What do you think the ethical implications 
of the experiment are?
The experiment involves the maltreatment 
of another person through deprivation 
of light. Warlow was not imprisoned, 
however, nor was he coerced into taking 
part. He agreed to the arrangements, 
tempted by the financial reward and a 
sense of weariness with his own life. 
Powyss ought to have realised that a 
man of such limited intelligence might 
have been unable to visualise what he’d 
agreed to. But Powyss himself didn’t 
spend enough time thinking about it 
either. Both men share an impetuosity, a 
lack of caution, a failure to think through 
and work out the likely consequences.

“A powerful and  
unsettling novel.”

Andrew Taylor 

The Warlow Experiment
by Alix Nathan

HB • Serpent’s Tail • £12.99
ISBN 9781788161695

Published 4th July

Beginning in 1793, this new 
novel follows scientist Herbert 
Powyss, who engages a labourer, 
John Warlow, to live in isolation 
in his converted cellar for seven 
years, with no outside contact. 
We caught up with the author 
Alix Nathan to find out more.

Going
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artistically powerful advice about how 
to see the world and more authentically 
depict it, and the value of fasting until 
the hallucinations set in. Paul falls in love 
with Charlotte, a formidable weaver, but 
is tortured by the difficulties, jealousies 
and insecurities that come with this.
Attractions and bonds between members 
of the group switch and shift as term goes 
on, but soon enough the lingering sense 
of menace in the background – the feeling 
that the Bauhaus and its students are in 
bad standing with the people of Weimar, 
the violence and secrecy, the eventual 
registering and reporting of students who 
are Jewish or members of the Communist 
Party – impedes tragically and divisively 
upon the foreground. As the nature of 
the events that have haunted the ageing 
narrator becomes clearer, the presentation 
of intimate relationships between people 
and how these corresponded to the sweep 
of twentieth century history becomes all 
the more poignant, making for a carefully 
set-out historical novel, set to go down well 
with readers of The Secret History.

In this extract, Paul reflects on what was, 
what is, and what could have been:
 
I have said I am one of the lucky, and I 
still believe that is true: as a young man 
I thought I’d die in the French fields; 
in the thirties, I escaped Germany, 
because Irmi was able to lend me the 
money. No, I would not swap my life 
for any other. Walter, moaning about 
Goethe, humping a tree; sunshine by 
the Ilm with Charlotte; drawing lemons 
with Master Itten. Each memory is a 
loveliness, and I can’t shake it off; this 
rebounded optimism.

My home here is comfortable and 
big. There’s not much that doesn’t 
have its place. In fact, there’s really not 
much here at all. A simple kitchen and 
den, my bedroom up a level, then the 
studio on the top floor, which traps 
the more useful winter light. On the 
studio walls there are photos from the 
Dessau Bauhaus: one of us on a balcony, 
another from the Metal Ball. There’s also 
one of Charlotte’s weaves, damaged 
during the Berlin raid. It does its bit to 
brighten the place. Looking at one of her 
tapestries is like listening to a record. 
The yarn sings.

Aside from its simplicity, the house 
does not show my lineage; there are no 
Breuer chairs or Brandt lamps. With its 
rounded rocking chairs, pale walls and 
wooden furniture this house is more 

Shaker than Bauhaus. There’s a print 
in the living room that I love: a Lucio 
Fontana, a canvas slashed: Concetto 
Spaziale (Bianco). I think this is what 
Charlotte was aiming for when she 
introduced big holes into her weaves; a 
technique called openwork she trialled 
in Dessau. If she had lived, I imagine 
she might have taken her work in this 
direction; making space in the weaves. I 
look at the Fontana often to think of the 
life she might have had, and the work 
she might have done.
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A Transformative Journey
From savouring local cheese and exploring medieval cities 
to trekking over the Pyrenees and ending your journey at 

the salty shores of the Atlantic, get ready for a life-changing 
experience on the Camino de Santiago.

Travel The Liberation Route Europe
PB • Apa Publications/Rough Guides • £19.99

ISBN 9781789194302
Published 1st July

The Liberation Route is a 
remembrance trail that connects 
important milestones from modern 

European history, forming a link between 
the main regions impacted by the 
Liberation of Europe in 1944–1945, and 
managed by the Liberation Route Europe 
(LRE) Foundation. The origin of the LRE 
lies in a regional project that began in 
2008 in the Arnhem–Nijmegen area of the 
Netherlands. Today the LRE is committed to 
‘remembrance and reflection’, in the words 
of project founder Jurriaan de Mol.

The approach and message of the 
LRE is to encourage people to visit local 
remembrance sites and experience history 

first-hand. The route inspires reflection, 
awareness, sensitivity and a meditation 
on the importance of freedom, and Travel 
The Liberation Route Europe will certainly 
enhance travellers’ experience of this 
fascinating historical trail. 

Featuring carefully considered routes to 
help travellers plan their trip, this distinctive 
and accessible book includes detailed 
regional coverage of all the important 
sights in all nine countries linked to the 
Liberation – the UK, Italy, France, Belgium, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Poland, the 
Czech Republic and Germany. 
Full-colour and extensively-mapped, the 
book is also abundant in evocative in-depth 

features, including inspirational biographies 
of war heroes and authoritative articles on, 
for example, the role of colonial troops, war 
brides and the Prague uprising. Alongside 
providing a deep level of context, the book 
includes many suggestions for unique on-
the-road experiences, from exploring D-Day 
beaches in a D-Day Jeep in Normandy, to 
witnessing Nijmegen’s Sunset March, a 
daily tribute to the Allied Soldiers.

The book’s bringing together of history, 
biography and travel information will 
inspire from armchairs, and inform  
while on the road.

Authoritative and inspirational, 
this new Rough Guide has been 
published in cooperation with 
the Liberation Route Europe 
Foundation to commemorate the 
75th anniversary of the end of 
World War II in 2019-2020. It’s 
a uniquely informative, engaging 
resource that will enable you to 
discover enlightening sights and 
experiences along the path of the 
Liberation Route.

Paths To
Freedom

14 info@booktimemag.co.uk

Moon Milan & Beyond:  
With the Italian Lakes
PB • Moon Travel • £14.99
ISBN 9781640490543
Out Now 

Moon Florence & Beyond
PB • Moon Travel • £13.99
ISBN 9781640490673
Out Now 

Moon Venice & Beyond
PB • Moon Travel • £13.99
ISBN 9781640490697
Out Now 

Moon Copenhagen  
& Beyond
PB • Moon Travel • £13.99
ISBN 9781640490581
Out Now 

Go beyond the crowds and experience Europe’s best cities like a local.

With itineraries for relaxing day trips, favourite local spots, and strategies  
to skip the crowds, take your time with Moon’s & Beyond guides.

Moon Camino de Santiago
PB • Moon Travel • £15.99

ISBN 9781640493285
Out Now

With detachable route map
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29th division on the western half) both came 
ashore under heavy fire; the first two assault 
waves were decimated within a few minutes. 
Engineer battalions responsible for clearing 
the beaches of obstacles also suffered 
heavy losses. Amidst the chaos, small 
groups were still able to infiltrate between 
the German fortifications and gain a foothold 
inland. On the evening of D-Day, however, the 
situation was still precarious.

Several factors help explain the heavy 
losses at Omaha.  Preparatory bombard-
ments had failed to clear the German defenc-
es, which in turn protected higher numbers of 
German troops than the Allies had anticipat-
ed. On D-Day itself, Allied landing craft un-
loaded their human cargoes too far out; sol-
diers had to wade unprotected for several 
hundred metres through water that came up 
to their waists, while the amphibious tanks 
that would have offered the infantry at least 
some protection in the early stages of the as-
sault struggled to get ashore, some sinking 
completely in the rough seas. With little sup-
port and a taxing battle to reach the beach, 
the Allied invaders made easy targets for the 
German guns. Inhabiting fifteen strongpoints 
called Widerstandsnester, the Germans were 
perfectly placed to fire mercilessly on Oma-
ha. Standing on the hillsides above the beach 
today, it is easy to understand why the Allied 
forces faced such devastating odds.

Omaha Beach sites

Pointe du Hoc
W abmc.gov

By late 1942, the Germans had installed an 
artillery battery at Pointe du Hoc, a promi-
nent cliff overlooking the English Channel. 
Composed of six 155mm guns positioned in 

open concrete gun pits (later under case-
mates), this battery was able to cover the 
beaches that had been selected for the land-
ing of American troops: Utah Beach to the 
west and Omaha Beach to the east. Aware of 
the threat, the Allies bombed the battery 
many times before the landing. To ensure its 
complete destruction, they entrusted the 
task of scaling the cliff, seizing the fortifica-
tions and disabling the guns to the 2nd US 
Ranger battalion, commanded by Lieutenant 
Colonel James Earl Rudder.

On the morning of D-Day, after a peril-
ous ascent with rope ladders and grappling 
hooks, the US commandos clashed with Ger-
man gunners; only when they had overcome 
the defenders did the rangers realize that the 
gun bunkers were empty and the guns miss-
ing. A short search revealed the guns hidden 
in a sunken road nearby.

››

ensuing artillery exchange the fleet succeed-
ed in knocking out three of the German guns, 
but the gunners aimed their remaining cannon 
towards Utah Beach itself. Many American 
soldiers from the 22nd Infantry Regiment (4th 
Division) died in a vain attempt to take the Ger-
man position. The four hundred German sol-
diers commanded by German Naval Lieu-
tenant Walter Ohmsen stubbornly resisted the 
American ground troops and paratroopers 
over the coming days, before finally withdraw-
ing on the night of 11 June.

The battery museum comprises a 
number of fortified buildings, typical of the 
structures of the Atlantic Wall, as well as 
anti-aircraft guns, machine guns and a 
kitchen for the use of German personnel. 
Although the large guns have been re-
moved, visitors can probe a wealth of mili-
tary paraphernalia, including weapons and 
uniforms. The battery also gives a good in-
sight into the living conditions of German 
soldiers before the Allied landings.

Memorial to Freedom Regained
18 av de la plage, Quinéville

Everyday civilian life under German occupa-
tion is the main focus of this museum, 
which has a reconstructed street complete 
with shops, an Atlantic Wall bunker, a cine-
ma and scenes populated by 75 life-sized 
wax figures.

Omaha Beach
D-Day is chiefly remembered for its success, 
but one beach stands out for its near cata-
strophic failure. American troops landing on 
this 6km strip of shore had to contend with 
German defences that were still virtually in-
tact, and suffered by far the highest losses 
of D-Day: 4700 killed, wounded or missing. It 
didn’t take long for the survivors to dub this 
beach “Bloody Omaha”.

The two US infantry divisions that land-
ed here from 6.30am onwards (the 1st Divi-
sion on the eastern half of the beach and the 

››

››  
 Omaha Beach 

‹‹ 
Pointe du Hoc
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A Fairly Honourable  
Defeat
by Iris Murdoch
PB • Vintage • £9.99
ISBN 9781784875596
Published 4th July

Novelist Iris Murdoch was born on 15th July 1919. To 
celebrate her centenary, we’re giving away a copy of each 
of these beautiful Vintage Classics editions, which have 

new introductions from contemporary writers.

One Step Beyond

The Bell
by Iris Murdoch
PB • Vintage • £9.99
ISBN 9781784875206
Published 4th July

The Black Prince
by Iris Murdoch
PB • Vintage • £9.99
ISBN 9781784875183
Published 4th July

The Sandcastle
by Iris Murdoch
PB • Vintage • £9.99
ISBN 9781784875176
Published 4th July

The Sea, The Sea
by Iris Murdoch
PB • Vintage • £9.99
ISBN 9781784875190
Published 4th July

Under The Net
by Iris Murdoch
PB • Vintage • £9.99
ISBN 9781784875213
Published 4th July

Morgan is still obsessed with her ex-
lover Julius King, despite his cold and 
manipulative ways. To her ex-husband, 
Tallis, Julius is a source of ruin, and to her 
sister Hilda and her husband Rupert, he’s a 
mystery. But what’s Julius really thinking? 
This edition of the novel, which was first 
published in 1970, has an introduction from 
American author Garth Greenwell, who 
won a British Book Award for his novel 
What Belongs To You.

Iris Murdoch’s best-known novel, which 
won the Booker Prize in 1978, this is 
narrated by Charles Arrowby, a retired 
playwright and theatre director from 
London. Hoping to find an idyllic life away 
from his many love affairs, he’s relocated to 
live in a house by the sea but he becomes 
obsessed with an old flame. This new 
edition features an introduction by poet, 
novelist and memoirist John Burnside.

First published in 1958, this is Iris Murdoch’s 
fourth novel, and depicts life in Imber 
Court, a small, Anglican community in 
Gloucestershire, where a legend surrounds 
the missing bell in the nearby Abbey’s bell 
tower. The introduction in this new edition 
is by Sarah Perry, award-winning author 
of The Essex Serpent and Melmoth.

This innovative novel won the James Tait 
Black Memorial Prize on its first publication 
in 1973. Bradley Pearson is an ex-tax 
collector and author who is trying to write 
his masterpiece, but friends and lovers, 
old and new, arrive and leave, distracting 
him from his work. This new edition has an 
introduction by the bestselling crime writer 
Sophie Hannah, author of the Culver Valley 
series and the new novels featuring Agatha 
Christie’s Hercule Poriot.

Middle-aged schoolteacher Bill Mor 
lives a quiet life with his wife Nan and 
their teenaged children Don and Felicity, 
but that changes when he meets young 
artist Rain Carter and falls in love with 
her. But how will this affect his political 
ambitions? The introduction in this 
new edition is by broadcaster and 
journalist Bidisha, who writes for The 
Guardian and The Huffington Post.

This was Iris Murdoch’s first novel, 
originally published in 1954, and it follows 
the comic misadventures of a struggling 
young writer, Jake Donaghue, in London 
and France. But can he ever get under 
the ‘net’ of abstraction and begin his 
literary career? This new edition includes 
an introduction by novelist Charlotte 
Mendelson, author of When We Bad and 
Almost English.

We have a copy of each of these new editions to 
give away to one lucky winner! For the chance 
of winning one, just answer this question:

Q Which two actors played Iris Murdoch in the 2001 film 
Iris, which was based on her husband John Bayley’s 
memoir Elegy For Iris?

See page 31 for details on how to enter this competition.

Win a range of Iris 
Murdoch books!WIN!

Eavesdropping
by Henry Martin
PB • Darton, Longman & Todd • £12.99
ISBN 9780232533897
Out Now

A book of daily 
readings which 
offer a fresh way 
of deepening the 
way that we talk to 
God, from the artist, 
writer and ordained 
Anglican minister 
Henry Martin. Here, 
we ‘eavesdrop’ or 
‘listen in’ on 49 
instances of people 
who actually spoke 
to Jesus in the 
Bible, and ask what 

we can learn from what they said and how 
he responded. Sometimes his answers 
brought delight to those who talked to 
him, and sometimes his response was not 
what they expected or hoped for. The final 
section looks closely at the conversations 
that took place during Jesus’s final days. 

Following The Celtic Way
by Ian Bradley
PB • Darton, Longman & Todd • £12.99
ISBN 9780232533415
Out Now

Ian Bradley is one 
of the foremost 
experts on the 
spiritual beliefs 
and practices of the 
indigenous Christian 
communities in 
the British Isles in 
the Middle Ages, 
and his 1993 book 
The Celtic Way is 
an acclaimed work 
on the subject. In 
this new book, he 
revisits the original 

sources and makes a substantial reappraisal 
of Celtic spirituality, challenging many of 
the myths and romanticised portrayals of 
Celtic Christianity. He shows evidence of the 
harder edge and demanding austerity of the 
lives and spirituality of believers from this 
time, and offers practical spiritual guidance 
on how to follow the Celtic Way in the 
contemporary world.

Glimpses Of Eden
by Jonathan Tulloch
HB • Darton, Longman & Todd • £11.99
ISBN 9780232533804
Out Now

Naturalist and 
novelist Jonathan 
Tulloch’s acclaimed 
nature column 
Glimpses Of Eden 
has run in The 
Tablet for more 
than ten years. This 
book is a collection 
of the very best 
of the column, in 
96 evocative daily 
records of his 
explorations of the 
land, mostly within 

an hour’s bike ride from his North Yorkshire 
home. Tulloch captures snapshots of the 
wonder of the natural world, with eternal 
stories of resilience and beauty, hope and 
death, survival and renewal. Each reading 
is followed by a new reflection written 
specially for this book.

Why Pray?
by Robert Llewelyn
PB • Darton, Longman & Todd • £6.99
ISBN 9780232533781
Out Now

A collection 
of previously 
unpublished 
writings from the 
late Robert Llewelyn, 
who was for many 
years Chaplain of 
the Shrine of Lady 
Julian of Norwich. 
In it, he addresses 
the question of 
what prayer is, and 
why we should 
pray, revealing how 
prayer is beneficial 

not only for each one of us but for the wider 
world. His guidance and insights from his 
lifetime of spiritual discovery include the 
lessons we can learn from 14th century 
visionary Lady Julian of Norwich. Compiled 
and edited by Denise Treissman, who 
was a friend of the author and his literary 
executor, it’s been illustrated by Norfolk 
artist Jules Allen.

A Spirtual Summer
These books from spiritual and theological 
publishers Darton, Longman and Todd are perfect 
for quiet contemplation this summer. From memoir 
and history to nature writing, they are informative 
and inclusive for those of any faith.

A Cry Is Heard
by Jean Vanier
PB • Darton, Longman & Todd • £9.99
ISBN 9780232533910
Out Now

Jean Vanier, who died in May this 
year at the age of 90, was a Canadian 
philosopher and theologian, and the 

founder of L’Arche International in France, 
which helps people with developmental 
difficulties, and those who care for them, 
in 37 countries. He also won the Templeton 
Prize, which recognises outstanding 
contributions to spiritual writing and to the 
spiritual life, in 2015. This book is spiritual 
autobiography, in which he shares the 
stories of his childhood, the foundation of 
L’Arche, and his relationship with figures 
such as Pope John Paul II, Pope Francis, 
Mother Theresa and Dorothy Day. He 
teaches us the lessons of his life, his own 
psychological barriers and struggles, 
and, in these uncertain times, provides a 
profound message of hope for the future.
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If you thought children’s books were 
just for children, think again. Katherine 
Rundell has been writing children’s 

fiction for ten years, and in Why You Should 
Read Children’s Books she sets out why 
she believes children’s literature should 
be taken seriously. From her own reading 
in the public library in Harare, Zimbabwe, 
when she was child, to the history of 
children’s fiction, to its value for both young 
and adult readers, this an intriguing and 
compelling case for children’s books.

A Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford, 
Katherine Rundell won the Waterstones 
Children’s Book Prize and the Blue Peter 
Award for her 2014 children’s novel 
Rooftoppers, which was also shortlisted 
for the Carnegie Medal. Her 2017 children’s 
novel The Explorers won the Children’s 
Book Prize and the Costa Children’s Book 
Award, and her 2015 children’s book 
Cartwheeling In Thunderstorms won the 
Boston Globe-Horn Book Award.

This extract looks at the history  
of fairytales:

Fairytales were never just for children. 
They are determinedly, pugnaciously, 
for everyone – old and young, men and 
women, of every nation. Marina Warner 
argues that fairytales are the closest 
thing we have to a cultural Esperanto: 
whether German, Persian, American, 
we tell the same fairytales, because the 
stories have migrated across borders as 
freely as birds.

All fairytales, by and large, have the 
same core ingredients: there will be the 
archetypal characters – stepmothers, 
powerful kings, talking animals. There 
will be injustice or conflict, often gory 

and extravagant, told in a matter-of-fact 
tone that does nothing to shield children 
or adults from its blunt bloodiness. But 
there will also usually be something – a 
fairy godmother, a spell, a magic tree – 
which brings the miracle of hope into 
the story. ‘Fairytales,’ Warner writes, 
‘evoke every kind of violence, injustice 
and mischance, but in order to declare 
it need not continue.’ Fairytales conjure 
fear in order to tell us that we need 
not be so afraid. Angela Carter saw 
the godmother as shorthand for what 
she calls ‘heroic optimism’. Hope, in 
fairytales, is sharper than teeth.

That spirit of heroic optimism – 
optimism blood-covered and gasping, 
but still optimism – is the life principle 
writ large. It speaks to us all: because 
fairytales were always designed to be 
a way of talking to everyone at once. 
They provide us with a model for how 

certain kinds of stories – by dealing 
in archetypes and bass-note human 
desires, and in metaphors with bite – 
can yoke together people of every age 
and background, luring us all, witch-like, 
into the same imaginative space.

Fairtales are also a way of tracing 
our cultural evolution. More than 
any other kind of story, they live and 
breathe and change. Cinderella is a 
good example. It’s the first fairytale I 
remember loving, long before I could 
read, perhaps because it’s the most 
physically dynamic. In a squadron of 
sleepers (Snow White, Sleeping Beauty) 
and captives (Rapunzel, the unnamed 
spinner in Rumpelstiltskin), Cinderella 
was the one who did the most running, 
albeit mostly away from things, and in 
glass high heels.

The earliest known version of the 
Cinderella story dates from around 7 
BC, an oral tale recorded by the Greek 
geographer Strabo in his Geographica. 
Those who are perplexed by the 
precedence that footwear takes over 
personality in the modern Cinderella 
would find the Strabo version even 
more so, for in it, the shoe precedes the 
woman: an eagle snatches a leather 
sandal from a beautiful woman and 
drops it into the lap of the king of 
Memphis (it’s been pointed out to me I 
should clarify: the ruler of the ancient 
capital of Aneb-Hetch, rather than Elvis). 
The king is so moved by the exquisite 
shape of the sandal that he orders men 
to search the country for its owner, and 
makes her his wife.

“Fairytales conjure 
fear in order to tell 
us that we need not 

be so afraid.”

Why You Should Read Children’s Books, 
Even Though You Are So Old & Wise

by Katherine Rundell
HB • Bloomsbury • £5.00

ISBN 9781526610072
Published 8th August

Katherine Rundell is the prize-
winning author of children’s 
books such as The Explorer and 
The Wolf Wilder. In this new 
little book for adult readers, she 
explains why everyone benefits 
from reading children’s fiction.

Early
Reading

BookClub:
A Family Affair

The novel begins in the 1970s, as 
young New York cops Francis Gleeson 
and Brian Stanhope both move to the 

suburb of Gillam with their wives, Lena and 
Anne, and become neighbours. Francis and 
Anne are both originally from Ireland, but 
Anne is an unfriendly woman who repels all 
attempts of friendship that Lena and Francis 
try to make. Even when Anne gives birth to 
a son, Peter, just months before Lena has 
her own, third daughter, Kate, Anne refuses 
to acknowledge her and her family.

But Peter and Kate grow up together and, 
much to Anne’s horror, form a bond that 
defies their parents’ differences. Everything 
comes to a head one night in the 1990s, 
which changes the Gleeson and Stanhope 
families forever, the effects of which are 
still felt several decades later. A family 
saga which explores issues such as mental 
illness and alcoholism, Ask Again, Yes is at 
heart a love story.

Our BookClub choice this time is a 
moving novel set over several decades in 
suburban New York, as two families find 
themselves inextricably bound together in 
a tale of love, friendship and forgiveness.

Here are some questions 
to think about when 
reading and discussing 
Ask Again, Yes:

✱ Why do you think Peter and Kate 
were drawn to each other, despite 
their parents’ disapproval?

✱ How much do you think Anne’s 
behaviour was due to circumstances 
beyond her control?

✱ What was the impact of seeing the 
events of the novel from several different 
characters’ points of view?

✱ What is the significance of the title of  
the novel?

In this extract, it’s the day after 
Peter’s birth, and Francis and Lena 
have given the Stanhopes a baby 
swing they’re no longer using:

Anne held her son on her lap for the ride 
home from the hospital, and when she 
carried him into the house, the corner 
of his thick blue blanket flapped in the 
bitter February wind. Lena had Natalie 
and Sara scribble ‘Welcome Home’ 
drawings, then left them outside the 
Stanhopes’ door, weighted down with a 
poppy-seed loaf she’d baked that day.

The next morning, while Francis was 
waiting for the teakettle to boil and 
Lena was ladling oatmeal into bowls, 
the sound of the doorbell rang out. The 
wind had rattled the house all night 
long, and the morning news said it had 
brought down tree limbs all over the 
country. Francis thought the doorbell 
had something to do with that, someone 
wanting help, someone alerting them 
to something, a downed wire, a closed 
road. Instead, he opened the door to 
find Anne Stanhope wearing a beautiful 
ankle-length camel hair coat buttoned to 
the throat, and holding the baby swing. 
She was wearing bright red lipstick but 
there were dark circles under her eyes. 
‘Here,’ she said, holding the swing out to 
him.

‘Is everything all right?’ Lena asked 
over her husband’s shoulder. ‘Is the baby 
all right?’

‘I can take care of my own baby.’  
Anne said. ‘And I can bake for my  
own husband.’

Lena went silent, wide-eyed. ‘Of 

Ask Again, Yes
by Mary Beth Keane
HB • Michael Joseph • £14.99
ISBN 9780241410905
Published 8th August

course you can!’ she said finally. ‘I just 
know it’s hard in the beginning, so I 
thought–‘ 

‘It’s not hard at all. He’s a perfect baby. 
We’re fine.’

Francis found purchase inside the 
exchange long before Lena. ‘Well, thanks 
a lot,’ he said, taking the swing and 
beginning to shut the door, but Lena 
stopped him.

‘Wait a second. Just wait a second. I 
think there’s been a misunderstanding. 
Keep the swing,’ she said. ‘The baby will 
nap in it. Really. We’re not even using it.’

‘Are you listening?’ Anne said. ‘I don’t 
want it. If I need something for my son, 
I’m fully capable of buying it.’

‘Fair enough,’ Francis said, and 
this time closed the door. He tossed 
the folded swing toward the couch, 
where it bounced off the cushion and 
clattered to the floor. While Lena stood 
openmouthed in the middle of the living 
room, a wooden spoon in her hand, he 
shrugged and said: ‘It’s him I feel sorry 
for. He’s a nice fella.’

‘What in the world did I do to her?’ 
Lena asked.

‘Not a thing,’ Francis said, already 
headed back into the kitchen to his tea 
and his newspaper. ‘Something’s not 
right.’ He tapped the side of his head. 
‘Just don’t bother with her anymore.’

“Wonderful. A 
gripping family 

drama that takes us 
down into the depths 

and back up. A 
triumph.”

Matthew Thomas
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A reassuring 
picture book 
story for any 
child about to 
become a big 
brother or sister, 
and anyone 
who’s ever had 
an imaginary 
friend. An old 
pushchair, a new 
baby on the way, 
and an invisible 
friend called 
Bunny all add up 
to a little problem 
that Polly solves 
with a lot of 
imagination. By  
a debut author 
and illustrator,  

it features beautiful artwork using hand-
printed textures.

Every pet in 
the Polka Dot 
Pet Shop is 
marvellous, 
magical and 
unique… apart 
from a plain, 
brown mouse 
who doesn’t 
feel special at 
all. A heartfelt 
story of self-
acceptance 
which teaches 
young readers 
not to judge by 
appearances, 
to be proud 
of their 
uniqueness and 
to believe in 

their own strengths. It’s a debut picture book 
from Welsh Mauritian author Tarah L. Gear, 
who wanted to create books for her son from 
more diverse authors.

A 
heartwarming 
story about 
acceptance 
written by an 
adoptive dad 
from a two-dad 
family, inspired 
by his own 
childhood. All 
the weasels in 
Westburrow 
Wood are 
supposed to 
follow the 
rules and fit 
in. So they’re 
very confused 
when they 
meet Wesley, 

a wacky weasel who’s obsessed with clothes! 
As the other weasels plot and protest against 
Wesley, what will become of him?

Another book 
in the engaging 
series of 
touchy-feely 
books for 
babies and 
toddlers, which 
is celebrating 
its 20th 
anniversary. 
Young readers 
will love 
touching 
the textured 
patches as 
they meet lots 
of adorable 
koalas, with 
bright pictures 
and textures 

to stroke which are designed to help develop 
sensory and language awareness.

Duck is grumpy. 
The pond is 
dry, and, even 
worse, there’s 
a grey cloud 
following her 
around. Can 
anyone cheer 
her up? A 
funny farmyard 
tale about 
moods and 
friendship from 
Joyce Dunbar, 
illustrated by 
the award-
winning Petr 
Horacek, whose 
work includes 
Blue Penguin 
and Puffin Peter.

A warm and 
uplifting story for 
young readers, 
and a first-time 
collaboration 
from two Irish 
Children’s 
Laureates. Patrick 
has always 
wanted a dog of 
his own, and this 
summer, with 
his father away, 
he longs for one 
more than ever. 
Oz has suffered 
at the hands 
of bad people 
for much of his 
short doggy life, 
but he believes 
that there’s an 
awesome boy 
somewhere out 

there for him. Maybe when they find each 
other, he’ll learn to bark again… Eoin Colfer is 
the author of the Artemis Fowl books.

What Wesley Wore
by Samuel Langley-Swain & 
Ryan Sonderegger
PB • Owlet Press • £6.99
ISBN 9781999762841
Out Now
Age Range: 0+

Grumpy Duck
by Joyce Dunbar &  
Petr Horacek
PB • Walker Books • 
£6.99
ISBN 9781406382969
Published 4th July
Age Range: 3+

The Dog Who Lost  
His Bark
by Eoin Colfer &  
P.J. Lynch
PB • Walker Books • 
£6.99
ISBN 9781406386622
Published 1st August
Age Range: 3+

That’s Not My Koala…
by Fiona Watt &  
Rachel Wells
HB • Usborne • £6.99
ISBN 9781474945561
Published 8th August
Age Range: 0+

Polly & The New Baby
by Rachel Quarry
PB • Oxford Children’s • 
£6.99
ISBN 9780192769046
Published 1st August
Age Range: 0+

Unfamiliar Underground
by Victoria Louise Howard
HB • The History Press • £20.00
ISBN 9780750990561
Published 1st August

Under Every Leaf
by William Beaver
PB • Biteback • £9.99
ISBN 9781785905025
Published 16th July

The Brownest Mouse  
In Town
by Tarah L. Gear & 
Christine Cuddihy
PB • Owlet Press • £7.99
ISBN 9781999762889
Published 6th August
Age Range: 0+

Non Fiction
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Published to coincide with the 
50th anniversary of the Apollo 
11 moon landings, this new 
children’s book about the space 
race answers all the questions 
kids have about space travel. We 
interviewed the author Sarah 
Cruddas to find out more.

The Space Race:  
The Journey to the 

 Moon & Beyond
by Sarah Cruddas

HB • DK Children’s • £16.99
ISBN 9780241343777

Out Now
Age Range: 7+

Star Quality

What drew you to write about space and 
the space race for children? 
On a personal level I cannot remember 
a time when I haven’t been interested 
in space. One of my first memories is of 
looking at the moon, and, as a child in the 
90s, reading the tales of humans actually 
walking on the moon fuelled my ambitions 
for space. The story of Apollo is a story of 
humanity working together to achieve the 
seemingly impossible. While it may have 
been American astronauts on the surface, 
thousands of people from across the world 
worked on the project, with many hundreds 
of millions watching. And let’s not forget 
about the Soviet Union, they also made 
the impossible possible, sending the first 
satellites to space, as well as the first man 
and the first women. However, this book 
isn’t just about Apollo. 50 years after we 
landed on the moon, The Space Race: The 
Journey to the Moon and Beyond not only 
charts the inspirational events which led 
humanity to be able to land on the moon, 
but also tells the story of how we got to 
now and where we are heading in our 
space future. While it might not seem like it 
to everybody now, the exploration of space 
is the most significant thing we will ever do 
as a species. 

Did it take you a long time to research  
the book?
Space isn’t just a job for me, it is who I 
am. This book is my passion, and from the 
moment I first had the idea nearly three 
years ago, I knew the stories I wanted 
to tell, because these are stories which 
inspired me growing up. As for the third 

part of the book – looking at our space 
future – this is a sector I work in and it was 
hugely important to me, because these are 
the jobs young people will be doing when 
they grow up. To pull this book together I 
worked seven days a week for months. It 
was more a case of choosing what not to 
include or finding unique images. If I inspire 
just one person (young or old) to reach for 
the stars, then my job is done. But hopefully 
I will inspire many, many more. 

Who is your favourite astronaut?
Eileen Collins – the first ever women to 
not only fly the Space Shuttle, but to also 
command a Space Shuttle mission. She 
broke down barriers for women in space 
and aviation, helping to pave the way for 
equality in space. It is a dream come true 
that she actually wrote the foreword for this 
book! She is an inspiration. 

Would you like to go into space yourself?
To travel to space and be able to look back 
at our planet as a beautiful blue marble is 
something I have dreamed of my entire 
life. To date, fewer than 600 humans have 
made the journey. However, the industry 
is changing and soon many more of us 
will get to travel to space. And although I 
haven’t made the journey yet, I got to see 

my name in space after I launched my book 
into space using a balloon. While space 
seems far away, it really is only a matter of 
miles above our heads.  

Do you like science fiction?
Science fiction should actually be renamed 
science prediction, because all of the 
things we can imagine eventually come 
true as well as all the things we haven’t 
imagined. While I am not a science 
fiction buff, I certainly draw inspiration 
from the genre. I just love the fact that 
it inspires so many people to dream 
of a seemingly impossible future. 

What do you think is the future of space 
travel – and do you think that humans will 
ever return to the moon?
Humans will not only return to the moon, 
they will eventually head onwards to Mars 
and then deeper into the solar system. 
Space exploration is still very much in its 
infancy – when you look at the scale of 
the universe, we have barely left our front 
porch. That is changing. NASA has set a 
goal of 2024 to return humans to the moon, 
but this time it won’t just be a case of flags 
and footprints. As for Mars, to give you a 
sense of the timescale, the first person to 
walk on Mars is probably in school right 
now. However, going to space isn’t just 
about exploration, our space future is also 
about using space technology to learn more 
about our own planet and how we can 
improve life for everyone. But for me the 
most exciting thing about our space future 
is that within the next 50 years we will likely 
answer the question ‘Are we alone?’

“Space isn’t just  
a job for me, it is 

who I am.”

Books for the Very Young

Have you ever wondered what the 
London Underground looks like empty? 
In this book of haunting photographs 
by Victoria Louise Howard, she reveals 
the beautiful architecture, engineering 
and design as never before. Setting 
out to conquer her fear of confined 
underground spaces, she decided to 
visit every Tube station, travelling to all 
270 of them and waiting for the crowds 
to leave. The book also includes her 
diary she kept during the project, 
which uncovers the battle she fought 
to overcome her anxiety.

A major study which examines the seminal 
role of intelligence gathering and analysis 
in Queen Victoria’s Empire. So well did 
Great Britain play her hand, it seemed to 
all the world that, as the Farsi expression 
goes, ‘Anywhere a leaf moves, underneath 
you will find an Englishman’. Delving into 
an encyclopaedic array of little-known 
primary sources, William Beaver uncovers 
a vigorous intelligence function at the heart 
of the Empire. The author is a historian, 
soldier, corporate communicator, arts editor 
and Anglican priest.
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Gizmo has been around since 
before George was born (what’s 
that in dog years?). So he writes 

Gizmo a bucket list which proves that 
you can teach an old dog new tricks 
after all. As they work their way down 
the list, they have lots of adventures and 
laughs and celebrate their time together. 
With illustrations by Julia Christians, 
this is more than a shaggy dog story. 

We asked the author, Ben Davis, about the 
inspirations behind the book:

What inspired you to write What’s That in 
Dog Years?
My initial idea for the book was a kid 
running away from home with their elderly 
dog. I discussed it with my editor, Kathy 
Webb, and she suggested the bucket list 
idea. From there I knew this book was going 
to be a little different! 

Although the story is sad, it’s also full of 
humour, like all of your books. Do you 
think it’s important to include humour in 
children’s stories?
I think humour is very important. In a story 
like What’s That in Dog Years?, it 
would be easy to get stuck 
in sadness, so moments of 
laughter keep things from 
getting too heavy.

Did you work closely with the illustrator, 
Julia Christians?
Julia is based in Germany, so we’ve never 
actually met, but I love her work. I’m 
useless at visual stuff, so I just sit back and 
let her do her thing. Embarrassingly, the 
first time I saw the cover, I got a little teary.

Do you have a dog, and, if so, what is his 
name and breed?
Yes! His name is Tommy and he’s a 
Doberman cross. Like Gizmo, he’s a rescue 
so we’re not sure what he’s crossed with. 
He appears in my author photo dressed  
as Robin!

Will you return to the life of your character 
Joe Cowley?
As much as I would love to return to Joe, 
there are no plans for any further books  
at the moment. It’s a shame really, because 
I find his voice worryingly easy to fall  
back into.

Which other children’s authors inspire you, 
both in your reading and your writing?
When I was a kid, it was Roald Dahl and 
Dick King-Smith. For What’s That in Dog 
Years?, I was heavily influenced by writers 
like R.J. Palacio and Lisa Thompson.

@Booktimemag 23 @Booktimemag 23 

Canine 
Chronicles
This new story from the author 
of the Joe Cowley series is the 
poignant tale of a boy and his 
dog. George knows that his dog, 
Gizmo, is getting old, so he plans 
an amazing bucket list for him!

“I think humour is 
very important.”

What’s That in Dog Years?
by Ben Davis

PB • Oxford Children’s • £6.99
ISBN  9780192749215

Published 4th July
Age Range: 9+

Mabel lives in a seaside town with 
her mum and her older sister 
Topaz. Her mum has a new 

boyfriend, Galactic Gavin, who Mabel gets 
on with, but who Topaz distrusts. Gavin 
has eyes that twinkle like Sirius in the night 
sky… and sometimes Mabel thinks that the 
perfect place for Terrible Topaz would be a 
black hole. Mabel still misses her dad, who 
hasn’t been in contact since he left, and 
so she sets out on a mission of discovery. 
Ideal for fans of Stewart Foster and Lisa 
Thompson, The Girl With Space in her 
Heart is a heart-warming and funny story 
about learning that love is never lost, and 
that change doesn’t have to be scary.

In this extract Mabel 
introduces her family:

Mabel 

Do you ever carry a lot of things around 
with you? I do. For example, in my 
pocket I carry a little silver star necklace 
that Mum bought me. It’s supposed to 
be part of the constellation Canis Major, 
which means ‘greater dog’. I don’t have 
a dog, but I do have a cat called Jupiter. 
I’m always carrying him around too, 
because he’s lazy and sometimes he 
won’t budge from under my bed. I love 
Jupiter and I know Jupiter loves me 
because he keeps bringing me ‘gifts’. 
Unfortunately, some of them are dead. 
I have a twelve-year-old big sister, 
Terrible Topaz, who I’d like to carry 
straight into a black hole. And leave 

her there. Then there’s Mum – I carry 
a little photo of her in my purse. Mum 
has a shop near the seafront called 
Fudge Fudge Wink Wink and she has a 
boyfriend: Galactic Gavin (by the way, it 

was Topaz’s idea to call him Galactic and 
that’s because she thought he was from 
another planet). He’s actually an estate 
agent on planet earth though and I think 
he’s one hundred per cent nice, even if 
Topaz doesn’t. What’s more, he loves the 
stars as much as me. 

Finally, there’s Dad, and I have a big 
space in my heart where he used to be. 
You see, after Dad went away he didn’t 
contact me or Topaz again and Mum 
got sad and didn’t like talking about 
him. When I asked her questions, she 
wouldn’t answer and her eyes would 
go all misty and miserable. I don’t like 
thinking Mum’s heart was broken by 
Dad – even though she’s got Gavin 
now to cheer her up. Hearts aren’t ever 
supposed to break or have empty Dad-

shaped spaces in them and that makes 
me worry. I worry about a lot of things. 
I worry about Dad not being here and 
how we don’t fist-bump or tell each 
other ‘I love you’ like we used to.

 That’s why the main thing I’m 
carrying around at the moment are 
worries, and they’re the heaviest thing 
to hold. To be honest, I’ve been trying 
to keep the worries squashed down. 
I’ve tried to convince myself that I don’t 
need to worry this much and that maybe 
I should ignore them. But it’s not easy, 
especially when I can’t talk to Mum. 

Today, there’s a whole new worry to 
add to my collection and this time it’s 
not about Dad. 

It’s 8.30 in the evening when it 
happens. I’m sitting cross-legged on 
my starry duvet cover and busy petting 
Jupiter (who is licking his paws like 
they taste of something yummy) when 
my sister comes into my bedroom and 
plonks herself beside me. She takes a 
bite out of her apple and tells me that 
something unexpected has happened. 
Straight away, I know I’m about to have 
another worry. Topaz slowly shakes her 
head and sighs and tells me it’s a cat.

‘A cat?’ I interrupt, looking down at 
Jupiter. ‘Our cat?’

‘You didn’t let me finish.’ Topaz takes 
another bite of her apple, then says, ‘It’s 
not a cat – it’s a catastrophe and it’s so 
catastrophic that you need to pin back 
your ears.’ I’m about to say that pinning 
back my ears would be painful when she 
adds, ‘It’s Galactic Gavin. He’s not who 
we think he is.’

This new novel from the author 
of The Boy Who Sailed the 
Ocean in an Armchair and A 
Boy Called Hope is the story of 
Mabel Mynt. She knows a lot 
about space, but how can she 
fill the space in heart that her 
dad left when he walked out?

The Girl With Space in her Heart
by Lara Williamson

PB • Usborne • £6.99
ISBN 9781474921312
Published 8th August

Age range: 9+

“Lara excels at 
writing stories that 

walk a fine line 
between humour  

and sadness.”
Serendipity Reviews

From the 
Heart

Look out for these other books by 
Ben Davis:
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Young Reads
A handy 
write-in book 
which will 
inspire a new 
generation of 
science fiction 
and fantasy 
writers. Filled 
with an exciting 
range of writing 
activities, 
tips and 
advice which 
teach how to 
structure a plot, 
craft realistic 
characters, 
create thrilling 
action scenes, 
and end a story 
with a cunning 
twist. Ideal 
for all young 
creative writers!

An easy-to-
understand 
lift-the-flap 
book all about 
growing up and 
the changes that 
children face as 
they get older. 
With more than 
60 questions 
that can be 
answered by 
lifting the flaps, 
such as: What’s 
the point of belly 
buttons? And 
When will I stop 
growing? The 
bright, colourful 
illustrations and 
interactive and 
informative text 
will draw young 
readers in. 

This brilliant 
book uncovers 
the amazing 
scientific 
explanations 
behind all sorts 
of questions 
that pop into our 
heads – such 
as: Can an egg 
bounce? How 
can a giraffe’s 
neck contain the 
same number 
of bones as a 
human’s? and 
How much does 
the internet 
weigh? Written 
by STEM 
Ambassador 
Emily Grossman 
and illustrated 

by Alice Bowsher, this is the perfect book for 
children who love learning about science.

A comprehensive 
illustrated 
dictionary of 
up-to-date 
computing words 
and language, 
created in 
line with the 
computing 
curriculum. With 
clear definitions 
for everyday 
computing words 
and technical 
terms, it will help 
build vocabulary 
in topics ranging 
from logic and 
programming 
to working with 
text and data. 
It also includes 

a supplement on how the internet works, 
computer games and working with Python.

A touching and 
hopeful debut novel 
about siblings and 
summer. Cat holds 
her family together, 
as when her little 
brother Chicken 
has a meltdown, 
she knows how to 
calm him down. 
But with their mum 
working hard after 
their dad’s death, 
Cat is struggling to 
keep afloat. When 
Cat and Chicken 
end up spending 
the summer with 
the grandparents 
they’ve never met, 
Cat discovers that 
days on Gingerbread 

Island are full of fishing, fireflies and new 
friendships. Not to mention family secrets…

A new wartime 
adventure novel from 
the creator of the 
Horrible Histories 
series, which ties 
in with the 70th 
anniversary of the 
start of the Second 
World War. Brigit has 
been evacuated from 
her home of Coventry 
to Wales, but when 
it’s revealed that her 
father is German, 
she runs away to 
join her mother at 
a special training 
camp. Before long, 
Brigit and her mother 
find themselves 
on the front line 
in Nazi-occupied 

France, where they strive to assist the French 
Resistance. But no-one will be able to tell that 
Brigit is a spy, will they?

The latest in the 
series featuring 
the world’s most 
helpful(ish) polar 
bear, Mister P. Maya 
loves her Gran, 
she’s always been 
there for her, and 
they have lots of 
fun together. But, 
recently, Gran 
has become a bit 
forgetful and Maya 
feels like the tables 
have turned and 
she needs to look 
after Gran. And 
then there’s the 
enormous polar 
bear who has sailed 
their lives! 

Oxford Illustrated 
Computing Dictionary
PB • Oxford Children’s 
• £9.99
ISBN 9780192772459
Published 4th July
Age Range: 8+

Me & Mister P:  
Maya’s Storm
by Maria Farrer & 
Daniel Rieley
PB • Oxford Children’s 
• £6.99
ISBN 9780192766557
Published 1st August
Age Range: 7+

Caterpillar Summer
by Gillian McDunn
PB • Bloomsbury 
Children’s • £6.99
ISBN 9781526606266
Published 11th July
Age Range: 7+

The 117-Storey Treehouse
by Andy Griffiths & Terry Denton
PB • Macmillan Children’s • £6.99
ISBN 9781509885275
Published 22nd August
Age Range: 7+

An Unlikely Spy
by Terry Deary
PB • Bloomsbury 
Children’s • £6.99
ISBN 9781472962706
Published 11th July
Age Range: 7+

Write Your Own Sci-Fi & 
Fantasy Stories
by Andrew Prentice &  
Paul Hoppe
HB • Usborne • £9.99
ISBN 9781474952880
Published 11th July
Age Range: 6+

Lift The Flaps: 
Questions & Answers 
About Growing Up
by Katie Daynes & 
Shelley Laslo
HB • Usborne • £9.99
ISBN 9781474940122
Published 11th July
Age Range: 7+

Brain-Fizzing Facts
by Emily Grossman & 
Alice Bowsher
PB • Bloomsbury 
Children’s • £6.99
ISBN 9781408899175
Published 22nd August
Age Range: 7+

When the Belville Cake Competition 
is announced, all Freddie’s friends 
and customers encourage him to 

enter as they all know what a great baker 
he is. The only person who doesn’t want 
him to get involved is rival baker Bernard, 
who will go to any lengths to make sure 
Freddie’s showstopper cake is a raspberry-
blowing disaster! This lively, heart-warming 
story has a message of creativity and 
kindness, and a central character who 
isn’t a pirate, superhero, or spaceman… 
but a baker. There are also added extras, 
including a recipe and a glossary of baking 
terms so you can try baking for yourself.

Freddie Bonbon is the kindest boy in town and the most amazing 
baker… but he doesn’t know it! Join him on a journey of self-
discovery in this new, fun and positive story, perfect for Great 
British Bake Off fans.

Mixing It Up

Mark is a boy and Shark is a shark. 
Mark is great at detectiving and 
Shark loves doing… stuff, so 

they’re the perfect team to help with any 
problem, big or small. When an enormous 
polar bear needs help with her ice cream 
business, Mark and Shark are straight on 
the case, but when Jimmy the Fridge and 
his gang decide to get involved too, it’s 
not just the ice creams that are going into 
meltdown… Mark and Shark soon realise 
that they’re going to have to do more 
detectiving than they bargained for! Ideal 
for fans of humorous series such as Mr 
Gum, The Bolds and Barry Loser.

In this funny new book from the author of 
the Stinkbomb & Ketchup-Face series, Mark 
and Shark are best friends… and detectives!

A Detective Duo!

“John Dougherty 
is very funny and 

writes pacey, likeable 
prose that leaves 

reluctant readers no 
time to get bored.”

The Times 

Freddie’s Amazing Bakery:  
The Great Raspberry Mix-Up

by Harriet Whitehorn & Alex G. Griffiths
PB • Oxford Children’s • £5.99

ISBN 9780192772015
Published 1st August

Age range: 5+

Mark and Shark: Detectiving and Stuff
by John Dougherty & Katie Abey

PB • Oxford Children’s • £6.99
ISBN 9780192768988

Published 1st August
Age range: 7+

A
rt

w
o

rk
 ©

 K
at

ie
 A

b
ey

A
rt

w
o

rk
 ©

 A
le

x 
G

. G
ri

ff
it

h
s

83

Nearly there, he thought to himself, 

carefully placing the top layer onto the 

cake, nearly there . . .

‘Time’s up,  
bakers! Step away 
from your cakes 

now, please!’  
Monsieur Brioche cried.

Freddie let out a long sigh of relief; 

he had just finished in time. Amira gave 

him a thumbs up. 

‘Well done!’ said Jojo and Mrs 

Mackenzie.

‘I couldn’t have done it without your 

help,’ he said. ‘Thank you, you really are 

great friends.’

277201_Freddie_INS.indd   83 28/03/2019   10:13

The 9th book in the wacky Australian 
treehouse adventure series, told 
through a combination of text and 
fantastic cartoon-style illustrations. 
Author Andy and illustrator Terry have 
added thirteen new levels of crazy 
fun to their fantastic, ever-growing 
treehouse. So what are you waiting 
for? Come on up!
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The latest in the 
Accidental series, 
this illustrated novel 
is a rollercoaster 
ride of unbelievable 
rock star antics! 
Somehow, with the 
aid of a recorder, 
keyboard and a very 
disturbed cat, Hector 
and Ollie have made 
a hit single. And 
now everyone wants 
a piece of them. 
They may have 
always dreamed of 
fame, but is life on 
tour all it’s cracked 
up to be? Filled with 
silliness, comedy 
and a musically 
talented cat, it’s 
complemented 

throughout by the author’s own drawings.

Join shield maiden 
Alva in this second 
in the Viking 
Mysteries series, 
following Riddle 
Of The Runes. 
Alva clings to her 
sleeping wolf as the 
Viking longship rolls 
over the North Sea’s 
crashing waves. 
She’ll soon reveal 
herself as a secret 
stowaway, but only 
when there’s no 
chance of turning 
back. This is her 
opportunity to put 
her shield maiden 
spirit to the test by 
exploring strange 
new lands, solving 
mysteries and 
finding her father. 

A powerful story of 
family, hope and 
redemption from the 
author of Welcome 
To Nowhere. Safiya 
is 13 years old, and 
she and her family 
have been driven out 
of Syria by civil war. 
She knows she's 
lucky to be alive, 
and lucky to not be 
in a refugee camp, 
but it’s hard to feel 
grateful when she 
has to look after her 
father and brother 
rather than go back 
to school. And now 
she’s lost her home, 
she lonelier than 
ever. It’s time for 
her to uncover the 
secrets that war has 
kept buried.

Fairies are born from 
a baby’s first laugh, 
but how do monsters 
come into being? 
This is the story of a 
creature who is both 
strange and unique. 
When he hatches 
in an underground 
lair, he looks like 
a human boy, and 
his fellow monsters 
nickname him 
‘Imp’. The grumpy 
gargoyles who adopt 
him only want him 
to steal chocolate 
from the nearby 
shops, so he doesn’t 
know where he fits. 
Then Imp realises 
that Thunderguts, 
the king of the ogres, 
has a great destiny 
for him…

In this debut novel, 
Tom is struggling 
to recover after an 
accident. But he has 
a secret escape – 
Skylark his drone, 
which he flies above 
his Lake District 
home, exploring 
his world from a 
new perspective. 
When he stumbles 
upon a terrorist 
plot, however, he 
knows that no one 
will believe him. The 
only ones who can 
help are Maggie and 
Joel, a sister and 
brother on holiday in 
his aunt’s cottage… 
but can they stop the 
plot in time?

A new novel which 
explorers the issue 
of body confidence, 
from the author of 
Being Miss Nobody. 
It was inspired by a 
newspaper article 
about an eleven-
year-old girl who 
received a letter 
from her school 
telling her she was 
too fat. Jemima 
Small is funny and 
intelligent, and 
she knows a lot of 
things. But one of 
those things is that 
being made to join 
the school’s ‘special’ 
healthy lifestyle 
group – aka Fat Club 

– doesn’t feel special at all. However, she also 
knows that the biggest stars in the universe 
are the brightest… and maybe it’s her time  
to shine.

A new novel from 
the author of A Sky 
Painted Gold. It’s the 
1930s in England, 
and 17-year-old 
Bea knows that 
her wealthy family 
just want to marry 
her off to someone 
rich. But she longs 
for adventure 
and romance. So 
when she gets the 
chance to spend 
the summer with 
her uncle and his 
bohemian fiancée in 
Italy, a whole new 
world is opened up 
for her – one which 
includes handsome 

young artist Ben. But as storm clouds gather 
over Europe, will the end of the summer 
mean that Bea has to return home?

A story about 
friendship, family 
and finding out 
who you are. 
Safiya and her 
mum have never 
been close – they 
don’t have much 
in common. Her 
mum doesn’t 
understand her 
gaming, or how 
she struggles to 
fit in at school. 
But then her 
mum falls into a 
coma, and Safiya 
finds herself in a 
strange alternative 
world that looks 
a bit like one of 
her games. And 
there’s a rebellious 
teenage girl with a 
secret, who looks 
familiar…WIN!

See page 31 for details on  
how to enter this competition.

We have three copies and 
three posters of A Pocketful 
of Stars to give away! For 
the chance of winning one, 
just answer this question:

After the sun, what is the 
closest star to Earth?Q

The Accidental  
Rock Star
by Tom McLaughlin
PB • Oxford Children’s 
• £6.99
ISBN 9780192759009
Published 4th July
Age Range: 9+

Way Of The Waves
by Janina Ramirez & 
David Wyatt
PB • Oxford Children’s 
• £6.99
ISBN 9780192766359
Published 4th July
Age Range: 9+

A House Without 
Walls
by Elizabeth Laird
PB • Macmillan 
Children’s • £9.99
ISBN 9781509880720
Published 22nd August
Age Range: 9+

The Monster  
Who Wasn’t
by T.C. Shelley
PB • Bloomsbury 
Children’s • £6.99
ISBN 9781526600837
Published 8th August
Age Range: 9+

Spylark
by Danny Rurlander
PB • Scholastic • £6.99
ISBN 9781911490708
Published 1st August
Age Range: 9+

Jemima Small Versus 
The Universe
by Tamsin Winter
PB • Usborne • £7.99
ISBN 9781474927284
Published 11th July 
Age Range: 10+

Under A Dancing Star
by Laura Wood
PB • Schloastic • £7.99
ISBN 9781407192406
Published 4th July
Age Range: 12+

A Pocketful Of Stars
by Aisha Bushby
PB • Egmont • £6.99
ISBN 9781405293198
Published 8th August
Age Range: 9+
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I’m a surfer, a descendant of Norwegian 
boat-builders and whalers, and 
I’ve worked in whale and dolphin 

conservation for years. You’d think the 
ocean would have been a natural subject. 
But I wrote about a lot of different things 
before I turned my attention to the sea. 
Once I started though, the water seeped, 
then flooded, into my books. I had to admit: 
I have an obsession. 
 
My first published books were about surfing 
and Cornwall. But for Girl. Boy. Sea., I set 
a different course. The story unfolds on 
a small rowing boat in the Atlantic, off 
the coast of Morocco. Two young people, 
Bill and Aya, are cast adrift, and forced 
to work together to survive. But there’s 
another character who they must work with, 
appease and eventually defy. That character 
is the sea itself. 

Research into this ‘character,’ has taken me 
to Morocco, the Atlantic and on an ocean 
journey of the imagination. I revisited 
classics, like Lord of the Flies, Moby 
Dick, Kensuke’s Kingdom, Life of Pi and 

discovered a common fascination with the 
mystery of the ocean; the sea as a metaphor 
for mystery itself. Why do we set our rugs 
and chairs on the sand, and stare into the 
blue horizon? What’s out there that draws 
us? Perhaps it’s a blank canvas to project 
our imaginations onto? Or is it the ever-
changing nature that appeals? The sea is as 
inconstant as the sky, yet a ‘place’ as much 
as the land beneath our feet. Take one sea 
view, one beach. Today a calm turquoise 
haven, tomorrow a raging monster. On two 
different days it’s hard to accept it’s the 
same ‘place,’ at all.

We sense this unknowability from the safety 
of the shore. When we swim, or immerse 
ourselves in it in some other way, including 
reading, we feel it too. And that’s what I 
wanted to capture in Bill and Aya’s story 
as well as their vulnerability in the face of 
raw nature. There are tens of thousands 
of wrecks in the Atlantic. Every bucket 
of sand holds pieces of bone. We can be 
sunk, drowned, obliterated. Yet still we’re 
drawn to the sea, and to stories of ocean 
adventure. Though for Bill and Aya, it’s a 
lot more than ‘adventure’. They cross the 
invisible line every sailor and fisherman 
dreads, into serious danger. A great storm 
separates them from their boats and crews.

 So who are they, in this most extreme of 
circumstances and testing of situations? 
They find out as they work to survive and 
build a life that could be cut short at any 
moment. And how can they make sense of 
what is happening? Aya does this through 
telling stories (a major part of the book), 
which she claims are from the Arabian 
Nights, but are in fact her own. She weaves 
together Shahrazad’s tales, her own story 
and the dangerous, wondrous place they 
are in; helping them to understand their 
world and their place in it, even when it is 
cruel and unpredictable.

Survival, identity and fabled storytelling 
are as old as The Odyssey, but Girl. 
Boy. Sea. takes place now, in the 
modern world. Hence, it also touches 
on two very pressing issues, the fate of 
people travelling on the sea to find a 
better life, and the ecosystem crisis.

These are the storms and lulls Bill and 
Aya have to navigate, and there is no 
easy path for them to follow and no easy 
answers. In the end, the only thing that 
matters, really matters, is the one thing 
they know they have left; their trust in 
each other. As noted earlier,  Lord of the 
Flies was an inspiration, and Girl. Boy. 
Sea, has a lot of parallels, though I hope 
with more faith in how young people 
fare, when taken from their respective 
‘worlds’ and everything they have ever 
known and might never see again.

“Every bucket of sand 
holds pieces of bone.”

Girl. Boy. Sea.
by Chris Vick

HB • Zephyr • £10.99
ISBN 9781789541373
Published 8th August

Ages: 12+

This new YA novel follows 
British boy Bill and Berber 
girl Aya as they both find 
themselves fighting for 
survival at sea. With echoes 
of classic tales such as The 
Odyssey and The Arabian 
Nights, it’s a modern story 
of adventure, courage and 
friendship. The author 
Chris Vick tells us more 
about the inspiration 
behind his novel.
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Nine years ago, two princes waged 
a civil war for the right to rule 
Arngard. The younger prince was 

triumphant and took the throne, outlawing 
the ancient beliefs, and replacing old 
traditions with new religion. Now there’s 
peace, but some wounds don’t heal. Belief 
in the ancient gods runs strongly, and the 
sacrificial Harm Tree still stands. Torny and 
Ebba are too young to remember the war 
that tore apart their kingdom. They are 
friends and have been sent away by their 
families, so they work together and watch 
out for each other. Torny dreams of the 
warriors of old, but Ebba misses her family, 
despite the darkness she left behind.
When a man is murdered on the street, 
Torny finds herself in possession of a 

dangerous message, and the two friends 
are parted, taking separate paths. These 
paths will lead them through fear and grief, 
to the source of their own power and to the 
gates of death itself. But as Torny and Ebba 
are used as tools for the opposing factions 
of the war, a deep power is ignited in them 
both. The Harm Tree is an engaging novel 
with echoes of Norse mythology, which will 
resonant deeply with young readers today.

In this extract, Torny tells Ebba what she 
knows about the Sungiven, who fought 
against the King:

’Tell me about the Sungiven,’ Ebba says, 
interrupting my thoughts.

‘I don’t remember much.’ I lean over 
the bank, watching the tiny fish darting 
through the shallows.

‘Try!’ Ebba’s voice is eager. ‘We can’t 
talk at Sorleyson’s. You heard the smith: 
people here don’t talk about her.’

They don’t talk about the war at all, 
here. You’d think they would, seeing 
how they won.

‘It was back home, in Gullcroft,’ I say. 
‘I remember the boats were coming in… 
I think it was a whale hunt. I remember 
coming off a boat and climbing the cliff 
to find Vigdis–‘ 

‘Your aunt?’ Ebba asks, and glances 
round to make sure we’re alone. ‘The 
staffbearer?’ she whispers.

I nod.
‘She was up there with this lady with 

golden hair, and a sword at her belt. I 
remember her armour was glittering 
 like scales. She looked down at me and 
she said–’

‘What?’
‘Something about whales and how 

they hunt. Maybe she was just asking me 
how the hunt had gone.’

‘But you don’t remember?’ Ebba looks 
crestfallen. ‘A real hero, an you don’t 
remember what she said!’

‘Not a hero down here.’
‘Well, she fought on the wrong side, 

din’t she?’ Ebba says. ‘No one here’s goin 
to want to remember a hero who fought 
against King Korland.’

I squint up at the sun. ‘We should be 
getting back.’

‘Wait.’

Ebba and I jump. A man in a blue 
cloak stand between us and the bridge. 
His red-gold beard is curled close to his 
chin, and his eyes are grim.

‘You’ve got something of mine,’  
he says.

‘No–’ I start, but Ebba glares at me. 
‘What is it?’ I finish lamely. 

‘A trinket. I believe my–’ his tongue 
stumbles ‘– it was stolen from me. I 
think you found it.’

The Harm Tree
by Rose Edwards

PB • UCLan Publishing • £7.99
ISBN 9781912979004

Published 19th July
Age range: 12+

Root & 
Branch
This debut YA novel is an 
exciting, mythical adventure of 
magic and warriors, set in the 
divided nation of Arngard. As 
Torny and Ebba try to find a new 
life for themselves after a bloody 
civil war, can they uncover their 
own strength to finally heal the 
wounds of a nation?

“They don’t talk 
about the war at all, 
here. You’d think they 

would, seeing how 
they won.”
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Spellbinding

Rayne doesn’t like spell breathing 
as it doesn’t come naturally to her. 
She hates the hours of practice, the 

stacks of scrolls, and the snapping of the 
Mud Grotesques that cover her mother’s 
precious spell books and bite her to test 
her blood. But her mother’s spells are 
what keeps the village safe, so she has no 
choice but to learn from her and become 
a Spell Breather herself.

After Rayne’s mother goes away on an 
urgent trip to the Great Library, Rayne 
is left alone to be the Spell Breather 
of Penderin. One day she holds the 
spell book over a fire as a threat to the 
Grotesques, but then she feels their teeth 
and accidentally lets it go. In one move, 
her mother’s spells are broken, and her 
village is plunged into danger. And so 
begins a wonderful adventure of magic 
and mystery for Rayne and her best 
friend, Tom.

This debut children’s novel is a magical 
story about a reluctant Spell Breather 
who finds herself at the heart of an 
incredible adventure. Can Rayne save 
her village from the monsters that 
plague her world?

Here are some questions 
to think about when 
reading and discussing 
The Last Spell Breather:

✱ Did you sympathise with Rayne and 
her mistake, or do you think she 
should have been more careful?

✱ Do you think Rayne’s mum was right to 
leave her alone with the spell book?

✱ Of all the weird and wonderful characters 
in The Last Spell Breather, which was 
your favourite?

✱ If you could cast a spell, what would  
it be?

In this extract, Rayne threatens the Mud 
Grotesques and drops the spell book in  
the fire:

The book hissed.
She dug into the pocket of her cloak 

and yanked out a pair of thick woollen 
gloves. Mam wouldn’t let her wear them 
before, but she wasn’t here to stop her 
now. She pulled them on, fingers flexing 
to make sure every inch of skin was 
covered. Satisfied, she peeled back the 
velvet layers, until the book was exposed.

The Grotesques bristled through the 
mud. A hundred pairs of dirty eyes 
blinked up at her. She turned her hands 
from side to side. ‘See my gloves? You 
can’t bite through these, so don’t bother.’

Setting her mouth into a firm line, she 
picked up the book and held it at arm’s 
length. Hundreds of sharp teeth gnawed 
at the wool. 

‘Stop biting. No one in the village is 
going to touch this book except me  
and Mam, so you don’t have to test  
our blood.’

The Grotesques ignored her and 
continued to bite. Remembering how 
they’d panicked when she’d pushed the 
book off the table, she gave it a shake. ‘If 
you don’t want to be dropped, no biting. 
Understand?’

She wasn’t really going to drop the 
book, but the mud devils didn’t know.

The mud rippled around her fingers. 
The Grotesques piled over themselves, 
forming an eager mound of horns  
and teeth, chomping every inch of  
her gloves.

Frowning, she shook the book harder. 

The Last Spell Breather
by Julie Pike
PB • Oxford Children’s • £6.99
ISBN 9780192771605
Published 4th July
Age range: 9+

‘I mean it.’ she lied. ‘If you bite me I will 
drop you on your filthy heads.’

A small tear appeared in the wool. 
Alarmed, she ran to the hearth and held 
the book over the hot embers. ‘Stop. Or 
I’ll drop you on the fire.’

A wider hole tore open near her 
thumb. Eyes wide, she watched the mud 
devils squeeze inside. Her skin prickled. 
‘Don’t you dare!’

Sharp teeth sliced her thumb open.
She screamed as bright red blood 

soaked into the wool.
Her hands opened, and the book fell 

on the embers in a shower of sparks.
Panic spiked through her. She 

snatched at the book, its pages fluttered 
as it flipped into the air and banged 
down on the hearthstone. Gold inky 
letters spilled from the pages onto  
the tiles.

‘No. No. No!’ She fell to her knees, 
grabbing the book to her chest and  
cried out as more letters scattered across 
the floor.

“An enchanting
story that crackles 
with charm and 

casts a unique spell.”
Peter Bunzl
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Dark Blade is set amongst the Volken, a 
warrior race. Was it inspired by the real 
history of the Vikings?
Yes and no. It’s true that the people of the 
Six Kingdoms are Viking-like, and I did do a 
lot of research into the Vikings when I was 
considering what kind of world Dark Blade 
was going to be set in - cherry-picking the 
elements I liked and reimagining those 
that didn’t fit so well into the realm I was 
trying to create. There were, however, a 
couple of things that particularly drew me 
to a Norse-like race. I love the notion of the 
Viking shield maidens of ancient folklore 
(unfortunately, there is very little historical 
evidence for regular, trained women 
combatants), and wanted an ‘all-female 
special forces’ to feature heavily in the 
Volken world. I also like the crazy antics of 
the Norse gods (I loved how the old gods 
would often walk, disguised, among people 
in the human realm), and took some of 
these ideas on board when determining the 
mythology of the Six Kingdoms.

Kelewulf is possessed by a lich, the spirit of 
a dark wizard, and Lannigon is swayed by 
the power of the Dreadblade. Do you think 
that people often fall under spell of things 
beyond their control?
I wanted both Kelewulf and Lann to struggle 
with the burden that accepting these 
supernatural ‘gifts’ brought. Most young 
people fall in love with the idea of wielding 
a magic sword (I know I did as a young 
boy), and fantasy novels are full of the 
things. But the Dreadblade demands a price 
of its wielder, and the relationship between 
Lann and the dark blade is a complex one 

(and set to become even more so). On the 
other side of the coin, Kelewulf too has to 
pay a ‘price’ when he willingly allows the 
lich to enter his human body. 

Your novels often include werewolves, and 
one makes an appearance at the beginning 
of Dark Blade. What draws you to write 
about them and other monsters?
[Laughs] Guilty as charged. I needed a 
creature that would be able to run down 
a pony across open fields, and something 
that would strike fear into a boy brought 
up on a cattle farm. A wyrewolf fitted that 
bill perfectly. Having previously written a 
series about a young man who discovers 
he’s a werewolf, I did hesitate to include 
one in Dark Blade, but it felt right for the 
situation so I stuck with it. Besides, I really 
like werewolves. So there.

Dark Blade features strong male and female 
characters. Do you think it’s important to 
include both in children’s fiction?
I’d like to think that it wasn’t a conscious 
thing, and that my characters are who they 
are, regardless of sex. I’d be lying, however, 
if I didn’t understand the need to represent 
females in just as strong a light as males 
when writing for young people. So much 
of the fantasy I loved as a teenager was 
horribly misogynistic by modern standards 
(I was struck just how bad this was when I 
revisited a few of them recently). Thank the 
gods, old and new, we’ve moved away from 
that sort of nonsense.

At some points in the story, the characters 
talk about destiny. Do you think we are 
in control of our own future, or is it in the 
hands of the Gods (or fate)?
It’s a familiar trope in fantasy fiction, isn’t 
it? A low-born protagonist who must follow 
his destiny. I think sword and sorcery 
fantasy particularly lends itself to this kind 
of narrative, but (no spoilers here) the 
Whispers of the Gods series might have a 
few twists and turns that are not necessarily 
obvious in the first book, Dark Blade. 
Personally, I don’t believe in predestination, 
but then I’m not a demi-god.

Which books did you enjoy reading as a 
child, and which books have influenced 
your own writing?
I grew up in the 1970s and 80s on a big 
housing estate that was not particularly 
‘geek friendly’. I took refuge in my local 
public library and it was here I discovered 
my love of science fiction and fantasy. I 
devoured heaps of books in this genre 
during my teenage years, but as I’ve said 
earlier, revisiting some of them has been a 
bit of an eye-opener because of the casual 
sexism and racism many of them include. 
If you can turn a blind eye to that (and 
I’m not saying you should), the ideas of 
people like Ron E. Howard (Conan), Michael 
Moorcock (Elric of Melnibone) and David 
Eddings (The Belgariad) are all brilliant, and 
have undoubtedly influenced my fantasy 
writing. I still love Stephen King. His book, 
The Stand, is my all-time favourite fantasy 
novel. To bring things a bit more up to date, 
I can highly recommend Mark Lawrence’s 
recent series that starts with Red Sister.

Dark Blade
by Steve Feasey

PB • Bloomsbury Children’s • £7.99
ISBN 9781408873397

Published 11th July
Ages: 12+

Dark Blade is the first in an 
exciting new fantasy series, 
Whispers of the Gods. On his 15th 
birthday, Lann discovers that he 
must wield the Dreadblade, but 
can he save his world from dark 
forces? We interviewed the author 
Steve Feasey to find out more.

The Dark Side Puzzle Page

This time, we have four copies of the 
bestselling Hinch Yourself Happy by Mrs 
Hinch to give away! Mrs Hinch has taken 
the nation by storm with her addictive 
charm, clever tidying tips and passionate 
belief in cleaning, and in Hinch Yourself 
Happy she invites you into her home where 
you’ll discover how a spot of cleaning is 
the perfect way to cleanse the soul. For 
a chance of winning, just answer these 
questions on clean and tidy books:

Competition Terms & Conditions
No purchase necessary. Closing date for all entries is 9th September 2019. Please include your name and full postal address on each entry. 
Responsibility will not be accepted for damaged, lost or delayed entries and the judges’ decision is final. Entries are limited to one per person and 
one per household. Winners will be chosen at random and notified by Booktime. We will print the winners’ names in a future edition of Booktime.

❶ Who wrote the book of short stories A Manual For  
Cleaning Women?

❷ YA novel Clean by Juno Dawson follows Lexi Volkov through 
her time in what kind of facility?

❸ What is the name of the secret agent who is the central 
character in Charles Stross’s crime series The Laundry Files?

❹ The Dust That Falls From Dreams is a novel by which author, 
who also wrote Captain Corelli’s Mandolin?

❺ What is the name of the teenager whose adventures are 
followed in the Japanese manga series Bleach by Tite Kubo?

❻ The Field Of The Cloth Of Gold is an allegorical novel by which 
author, who also wrote The Restraint Of Beasts?

❼ What is the name of the badger who likes to keep things neat 
in Emily Gravett’s picture book Tidy?

❽ The Life-Changing Magic Of Tidying is a bestselling book by 
which author?

❾ What is the name of the subject of the award-winning 
biography The Trauma Cleaner by Sara Krasnostein?

❿ The Cleaner Of Chartres is by which author, who also wrote 
Miss Garnet’s Angel?

Congratulations to the winners of our 
March & April competitions: Hilary Jones, 
Church Stretton; Shirley Burt, Caerphilly; 
Clare Grout, Timperley; Maureen Collins, 
Woodbridge; Sam Pereira, Nailworth; 
Hannah Venebles, Oxted; Rachel Blythe, 
Tunbridge Wells; Lotte Houghton, Liverpool; 
Sandra Merrick, Chesterfield; Julie Banks, 
Lincoln; Sandra Jenkinson, Waterlooville; 
Joanne Corby, Liphook.

The answers to the book quiz were as 
follows: 1. Belinda Bauer; 2. Germany; 3. 
Michael Holroyd; 4. Alexandria Marzano-
Lesnevich; 5. Charles Bukowski; 6. DCI 
Banks; 7. Dolly Atherton; 8. William Boyd; 9. 
Amos Oz; 10. The Rainbow. The answer to 
the Pinch Of Nom competition was pasta. 
The answer to the Extraordinary Birds 
competition was the ostrich. The answer to 
the Roald Dahl competition was the BFG. 

To enter any of our 
competitions, send us  
an email to:
info@booktimemag.co.uk

Or write to us at:
Booktime, 1 Broadland 
Business Park, Norwich,  
NR7 0WF

Closing date is 9th  
September 2019

YA

Win Hinch Yourself Happy! WIN!
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Turn to page 13 to read our interview 
with author Alix Nathan.


